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From left, state Rep. Michael Costello, state Sen. Steven Baddour, 
State Rep. William Lantigua, state Rep. Brian Dempsey and state 
Rep. Barbara L’Italian, NECC President David Hartleb and NECC 
Trustees President Byron Matthews pose in front of a tractor on 
the future site of the technology center. 


Students debate the 
meaning of marriage 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The issues of gay marriage and 
marriage as a whole, which have 
been hot topics in the Boston media 
of late were the subject of the Gay 
Marriage forum recently sponsored 
by the NECC Contemporary 


Affairs Club. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 3., mem- 
bers of the Contemporary Affairs 
Club and others concerned with 
gay marriage presented their opin- 
ions on the question of whether gay 


marriage should be legal in 
Massachusetts and in the entire 
country. 

The debate also expressed what 
the legalization of gay marriage 
would do to the gay population and 
the ability of gay couples and sin- 
gle parents of all sexualities to raise 
children. 

Christian Miller, a student at 


Northern Essex, began the forum 
by making a strong statement 
against gay marriages and gay and 
single parenthood. 

“Homosexuality goes against 
what marriage is,” Miller said. 

Citing her religious beliefs, she 
is a devoted Southern Baptist, 
Miller said she believes same-sex 
marriage goes against the meaning 
of marriage, which is not to be 
happy, but to have children. 

“Marriage is about procre- 
ation,” Miller said. “Happiness is a 
happy bonus.” 

She said marriage should be 
about having children, not about 
love and being happy. In that sense, 
same-sex marriage would be use- 
less. 

Miller said that she believes 
one of the main dangers of legaliz- 
ing gay marriage is that it would 
encourage homosexuals to adopt 
children, which she believes is 

See Marriage, page 7 
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Campus actors ready to 
perform annual classic 
‘A Christmas Carol’ 


NECC celebrates long 
awaited construction 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


After over five months of wait- 
ing and numerous _ hold-ups, 
Northern Essex employees, local 
politicians and even the company 
hired to do the building were on hand 
to celebrate the unofficial start of 


~-consttuction onthe new technology 


center, the first new building on the 
Haverhill campus since it opened in 
1971. 

“This is a terribly exciting day,” 
said NECC president David Hartleb. 
“We have waited for this for a long 
time.” 

On Nov. 20, Massachusetts 
politicians such as Senator Steven 
Baddour and State Representatives 
Brian Dempsey and _ Barbara 
L’Italian, as well as NECC Board of 
Trustees president Byron Matthews 


and student trustee Lynn Arsenault 
came to the NECC Library 
Conference area to celebrate the 
long-awaited state approval for the 
new building. 

“This is a momentous occasion,” 
said Baddour. “It is crucial for the 
future of the college.” 

Also present at the celebration 
were George Warttendorf, the presi- 
dent of GWYV, the company given the 
task of building the technology cen- 
ter and Jim Ward, the project manag- 
er from the Division of Capital Asset 
Management, or DCAM, who is 
overseeing the project for the state. 

Many of those in attendance 
spoke on the importance of the pro- 
ject for the college, the city of 
Haverhill and the surrounding areas. 
They also addressed how difficult it 
was to get the project started and 
gave credit to those who did much of 


the work. 

One of the major points that was 
mentioned was the effect the new 
technology center will have on 
Northern Essex. 

“This is giving Northern Essex a 
chance to become a real leader in 
technology,” said Baddour. 

Baddour said that, with the new 
technology center, NECC will have a 
state-of-the-art technology center 
that will put the college ahead of 
most other area colleges. 

“Northern Essex has always been 
known as a leader in technology,” 
said Hartleb. “This will take us to the 
next level.” 

Hartleb talked about how the 
new building will have a large num- 
ber of “smart classrooms,” or class- 
rooms with computerized overhead 
projectors among other high-tech 


See Construction, page 6 


Offense over Spurk mural 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Contributing Reporter 


Recently a local NECC student 
decided to petition for the removal 
or alteration of the college’s 
“American History” mural. 

The mural is above the rear 
entrance of the John C. Spurk build- 
ing, or C building. 

Mathew Wheelock, a theatre 
major at Northern Essex, described 
the mural as lacking in artistic taste 
and is an inaccurate depiction of 
American ideals. 

According to Wheelock, the art- 
work in the mural is out-dated and is 
a poor example of the potential of 
NECC’s art students. 

“It’s focusing too much on the 
negative aspects of American histo- 
ry,” said Wheelock, who has been 
associated with the art department 
throughout the fall semester. 

So on Monday, Nov. 24, 
Wheelock began passing a petition 
out to students. Two days later, 30 
students had already signed in favor 
of having the murals removed. 


Wheelock said there are a few 
images he finds particularly offen- 
sive. 

One of those images is a paint- 
ing of a Native American shown 
with the word shame printed just 
below the face. 

Also, Wheelock 
said that the Ku Klux 
Klan portion of the 
mural is extremely 
offensive. 

Just inches away 
from paintings of 
men in white hoods, 
an African American 
man is displayed 
wearing a shirt with 
the word “rap” print- 
edonit. He feels 
the Ku Klux Klan’s 
relationship with rap 
music is question- 
able. 

“Honesty with no 
retrospect is point- 
less,” said Wheelock 
of the honesty of the 
mural, which he said 
that he does respect. 


Wheelock said that, if he does 
get the correct amount of signatures, 
he plans to present the petition to 
members of the administration to 
attempt to get it removed. 
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Detail of the controversial mural that cur- 
rently hangs in the Spurk Building. 
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When is class worth 


braving the elements? 


So, who likes snow? Goodness 
knows everyone in the New England 
area has seen enough of it over the 
past two weeks, thanks to a good old- 
fashion nor’easter. 

The Boston area saw so much 
snow over the December 5-7 week- 
end that it seemed every area school 
was closed on Monday, December 8, 
everyone that is, except Northern 
Essex. 

Of course, once snow began to 
fall on Friday Dec. 5, NECC students 
already had dreams of a day off that 
next Monday dancing in their heads. 

Those dreams became even more 
practical when the word that most 
local high schools, including 
Pentucket Regional High School, 
Amesbury High School and even 
Haverhill High School called the day 
off. Not only that but local communi- 
ty colleges such as North Shore 


Community College called off 


school for the day. 

NECC students were so desper- 
ate to find out if they had the day off, 
many called a local Haverhill woman 
with the name Necco. 

But alas, it was not to be for the 
Knights of Northern Essex, as they 
were told to be to school on time 
Monday morning. 

Not even a token school delay, 
which would have called off classes 
before 9 or 10 am, was given to stu- 
dents and employees who had to dig 


their cars out of at least two feet of 


snow. 


For those unaware, Northern 
Essex has a reputation for being very 
stingy with “snow days,” to the point 
that it is very rare that the school has 
even one per year. 

“It is expected that classes will 
be cancelled and the college will be 
closed only when there are severe 
weather conditions or similar emer- 
gencies,” the college policy is stated. 

So it is clearly stated that the col- 
lege does not like to close classes 
unless it is the most extreme condi- 
tions. 

But is this policy too extreme? 
Many would wonder if the college is 
too strict when choosing whether or 
not to cancel school. 

Now, everyone likes a day off. 
But that is not the reason the college 
should have taken a closer look at the 
weather. 

The reason that the college may 
want to take more time to consider a 
cancellation is for safety. 

Northern Essex is not UMass. 
The majority of those students live 
on or very near campus, so it is only 
a matter of walking to class. 
Northern Essex, on the other hand, is 
a commuter school, every single stu- 
dent who comes to class must drive 
to school. 


The NECC area has a history of 


traffic accidents even in the best con- 
ditions, so adding in bad weather 
makes the chance of an accident even 
greater. 

So, NECC, no one is asking for a 
day off every time it flurries, but take 
that time to look at the conditions and 
think, “Is a day of school worth the 
risk?” 


Roaming Reporter 


What do you think of 
Michael Jackson? 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


2003 National Pacemaker Finalist Kerry Bickford, Journalism Hannah Creed, Journalism James Blanken, Undeclared 
: . i. “No comment, | have no idea what “He is really weird, kind of disturb- “(He) definitely has some demons he 
Associated Collegiate Pr eSs to think right now.” ing to look at.” has to work out.” 
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The lovely state of current affairs 


STEVIN BARTHOLOMEW 


Ladies and gentlemen, I don’t 
want you to get sued! However, | 
think you are in very grave danger of 
it if you are playing video games on 
a PC, Playstation 2, X Box, 
Gamecube, or any other console. 

Why you may ask? Well, let us 
look at it this way, before any of 
these systems, for the majority, you 
had an Atari (this “reporter” howev- 
er, had Intellivision). 

Seeing how Atari was around 
before the majority of the other sys- 
tems, it means video games belong to 
them. That’s right, they’re not ours. 

Even though the system they use 
is outdated beyond belief and they 
probably will only have really crappy 
games, GOSH DARNIT, THEY 
WANT MONEY! Does this sound 
silly to you? Please tell the RIAA, or 
Recording Industry Association of 
America, and my apologies to Atari, 
| just wanted to make a cool correla- 
tion to video games. 

The whole digital music thing is 
over done in just about every college 
newspaper, so this is all I’m going to 
say, 

I bet if Atari had as much money 
as the RIAA and the same amount of 
political influence, back when better 
consoles came out, they could have 
gone on the same kind of greed pow- 
ered war against old women and chil- 
dren just like the RIAA. 

But Atari was back in the 80’s, 
where a thing called decency still 


Renaissance event was 
a success, thanks to all 


To the Editor: 


It was exciting to see the turn out for 
“Who Wants to Be a Renaissance Person,” 


the event we sponsored on Nov. 7. 


Fourteen finalists, friends, families, sup- 
and staff 


porters, faculty, administration 


barely held on. 

Now to get to the brass tacks, I’m 
not a person that loves killing and 
war and all that. 

However, some time ago, I was 
reading this poem in my English 


ing, | have never talked to any World 
War I veterans, but I certainly have 
had the honor of hearing many World 
War II veterans speak. 

These brave men went off to 
fight for their country and if they 


incredibly unselfish, courageous, 
strong and admirable these men truly 
were. 

But beyond all that, it made me 
respect them so much more. 

This brings me to how today’s 


class that had to do with trench war- 
fare in World War I and how horrible 
it was. 

It was said to be an anti- war 
piece because it showed how horrible 
war really was. Then | started think- 


token gifts for the participants. We thank 


them all. 


through in the midst 


you all for your support. 


enjoyed the liberal arts trivia game. Steve 


Sullivan, director of admissions was a terrif- 
ic host and Cheri Hagen from CIT compe- 


tently provided the “tech” support. 


The Alumni Association donated the 


Sincerely, 
Carol Barron 
Chair 


$1,000 scholarship tuition credit. In addition 
to our committee, many others pulled togeth- 
er to make this event possible, from the fac- 
ulty who developed the questions, Academic 


Affairs Office for the budget and the Office 


More letters, pages 4-5. 


of Institutional Advancement who donated 


The Observer welcomes letters 


from our readers. 


Send email to: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Or drop off letters: 


Observer newsroom, F-129, Behrakis 


Student Center 


Letters must be signed and should 


provide a phone number 


or email contact information. 


We hope the purpose of the celebrating 
our students and their quality education came 
of the 
Congratulations to all the finalists. Thank 


Liberal Arts Revitalization Committeee 


One more issue left. 


The Observer will publish 
the last issue of the semester 
next week, on Dec. 17. 


Good luck with finals! 


died serving,they died proud. 

So when | hear things about how 
horrible this trench warfare was in 
this anti-war piece, it did not make 
me think of how horrible war is. 
What this did was make me see how 


fun. 
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warfare is. We are over in Iraq and 
our boys and girls are doing their job. 
However, we now live in a time 
where if one of these two groups 
does not have the power, the oppos- 
ing group will dig up all the dirt and 


do all the mud slinging it can to make 
the other side look bad. I can tell you 
where this all began too. 

For the anniversary of JFK’s 
assassination, my colleague Ian 
Wittenberg came to the newsroorfi 

and asked us “what do you think of 
JFK” and while pondering this 
over, | realized something, he was 
the last president we as a country 
admired. 

After that, you have Nixon and 
we all know how that went. There 
were very few differences between 
Clinton and JFK. Look at what 
happened to Clinton. 

And George W. Bush, don’t 
even start. Now we have a political 
arena so divided, we do not even 
see how alike they are and how stu- 
pid all this squabbling is. 

Now we get to the Iraqi con- 
flict. We do not think that the Iraqi 
extremists are killing our brave 
troops in battle; it’s the government 
that put them there. And to tell you 
something, those troops over there 
are just as brave as the troops 
from WW II. They are fighting the 
first politically correct war. 

In reality, we could have gone 
over and bombed the hell out of 
Iraq. However we understand not 
all Iraqis are evil, so we are 
attempting to weed out the bad ones 

that desire nothing but hate and 
havoc. 

And what does this cost us? The 
price is the bravest men in women in 
the history of American warfare. 
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A positive word for gay marriages 
2 


This is just another example of America 
growing and amending laws that are 


Nov. 
= 18, the 
_. Massachusetts 
SW prem ie 
Judicial Court 
ruled four-to- 
three on amend- 
ing the meaning 
_ of marriage to 
include gay and 

fF ot lesbian couples. 
This sparked a wave of controversy 
across the country. 

Seven Massachusetts couples 
who sued the state for the right to 
marry fueled the ruling. 

The Supreme Judicial Court said 
Massachusetts was violating its state 
constitution by denying the “legal, 
financial and social benefits of mar- 
riage” to people of the same sex who 


To the Editor: 


In response to “Stupid Bush” 
(Opinions column 11/19/03), 1 
would like to dispel a few notions. 
The article has several partisan prej- 
udices and factual flaws. 

The very idea the government is 
or should be the sole or main 
provider for any person is ludicrous 
on its face in a democratic republic. 

Our country, or any democracy 
for that matter, does not work that 
way. 

Socialism and Communism are 
based in the philosophy of redistrib- 
ution for everyone. Americans are 
free to pursue a dream as well as 
they are free to fail at any attempt of 
that goal. (Over funded) Safety 
nets are in place in lieu of the latter. 
If someone loses their job or health 
care, there are programs to assist. 

As for other countries, the 
United States is not a private non- 
profit entity. Government does not 
make money on its own and nor 
should it distribute our tax dollars to 
other countries as aid. Having said 
that, our own welfare system is 
overburdened and mishandled. 

Most of the money rationed out 
for these US cases goes to overpaid 
and underperforming social work- 
ers. 

Our system is messed up, but 
that is another letter entirely. The 


wish to marry. 

In 2000, Vermont brought forth 
marriage-like benefits for same sex 
couples, but never entitled them 
marriage licenses, instead titling 
them Civil Unions. 

The difference between a mar- 
riage and a civil union is that mar- 
riages are recognized when you 
cross the state line, civil unions are 
not. 

The Massachusetts court delayed 
the order for 180 days, which is 
somewhat of a slap in the face to a 
disapproving Legislature. A state 
needs at least two years to amend the 
constitution, so with only 180 days, 
its pointless to even attempt it. 

The new definition of marriage, 
according to Chief Justice Margaret 
H. Marshall is “the voluntary union 
of two persons as spouses, to the 
exclusion of all others.” 

Marshall, who fought diligently 


poor countries have to learn self- 
sufficiency. They have to fend for 
themselves, or they will never be 
free and prosperous. If needed, we 
should help in the form of food aid 
and information. 

How does the saying go, “Give 
aman a fish, and he'll eat for a day. 
Teach a man to fish and he'll eat for- 
ever.” This should be the United 
States foreign policy in base form. 

To justify the statements made 
by the article’s author, one would 
have to assume for the first time in 
the history of free society any coun- 
try, never mind America, has doled 
out cash to another. Of course we 
all know this to be false. It has hap- 
pened throughout history. It contin- 
ues. Carter, Reagan, Bush (Sr.), and 
Clinton all followed suit. It doesn’t 
make it right, but it shows the bias 
toward this president and not the 
policy. Where were these dis- 
sentions during the Clinton 
Administration? 

Let’s face it. Our country is the 
policing force of the world. We are 
the biggest and most successful 
country in the world. We have more 
money and power than any nation in 
history and we use every bit of it to 
our advantage (or disadvantage?). 

The wishes of NATO were not 
disregarded. NATO was not the 
governing body opposed to our Iraq 
policy. The UN was. The fact is 


now out of date. 


for gay and lesbian rights, wrote up 
the new definition herself, leaving 
zero room for misinterpretation. 

There is no doubt people will 
come out of the woodwork to either 
support or condemn same sex mar- 
riages, and since the ruling, I can’t 
turn on the radio or the T.V without 
hearing something about it. 

The case has stirred the nation 
and fired up an incomprehensible 
wave of diverse opinions. 

I, Kelly Smith, am completely, 
100 percent for gay and lesbian mar- 


France, Germany, Russia, and China 
were stalemating. They had lucra- 
tive deals with 

Sadaam and assured him the 
time needed to hide weapons. This 
has been documented. France has 
also denied the weapons found 
inside Iraq dated 2003 made in 
France. This is another fact. 

The Iragi people were terrified 
of the regime. But in no way were 
they opposed to our help. Refer to 
the article “Poll: Many Iraqis Accept 
US Troops,” in the Nov. 28, 2003 
Boston Globe. Baathist and 
Fedayeen Sadaam loyalists opposed 
us and still do. How many UN man- 
dates were France, Germany, 
Russia, and China willing to write 
up before they decided to enforce 
one? 

1 want our soldiers home. To 
critique a president based on person- 
al opinion of his character is wrong. 

George Bush has done a decent 
job given the circumstances. 
Critique his conservatism or repub- 
licanism, of which he is_ neither. 
Remember this, a quote from the 
reputable Jay Severin of 96.9 FM 
Talk, “Everyone is entitled to their 
own opinions, not their own facts.” 
And that is a fact, Jack. 


Jason Bouvier 
NECC Student 


Thanks to NECC for GED program 


Dear Editor: 


In response to David Willis’s 
article “NECC helps to educate 
local adults,” published in the Nov. 
5 Observer, I would like to just say 
what a great program Northern 
Essex has to offer at the Amesbury 
Adult Learning Center. | think it’s 
awesome this school offers a class 
for people to: learn how to read, get 
their GED and many other things to 


further their education. 

The course | am especially 
grateful this school offers is the 
GED course. I have a friend who 
has completed the course and has 
told me that with her GED, she has 
been able to get a better job which 
pays almost double the amount than 
the one without the need of a GED 
did. 

1 also have an aunt who has 
acquired her GED through that 


course and if I didn’t get my high 
school diploma, I’m pretty sure | 
would have taken that course too. 
ing these classes, also | would just 
like to say thanks to David Willis, 
who brought these classes to peo- 
ple’s attentions in his article. 


Sincerely, 
Brandon Clark 
NECC Student 


riages. 

If two people are in love, there 
isn’t any reason why they should be 
denied the right to get married and 
partake in all the benefits which go 
along with it. 

When I hear President Bush, the 
leader of The United States of 
America say “marriage is a sacred 
institution between a man and a 
woman” and we will “do what is 
legally necessary to defend the sanc- 
tity of marriage,” | want to find a 
soap box, climb on top and beg the 


country and the world to open their 
eyes and see the ultimate beauty and 
freedom that gay marriage could 
bring. 

This country has seen its fair 
share of controversy. 

Once upon a time, there were 
slaves, blacks and whites couldn't 
get married, women didn’t have the 
right to vote and society was split in 
20 different ways. The wonderful 
thing about the past is that almost 
every time, Americans made better 
the situation. 

This is just another example of 
America growing and amending 
laws that are now out of date. 
Regardless of the outcome, if you're 
for it or against it, the steps taken by 
the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court are a step towards an 
inevitable future of further tolerance. 


Support your 


Government as sole provider | local MassPIRG 
is ludicrous 


In room C- 
216, I heard a 
bunch of self- 
less NECC stu- 
dents brain- 
storming over 
how they can 
better serve 
their communi- 
ty. | saw eight 
very dedicated people in a circle of 
desks, trying to help others less fortu- 
nate. 

What I should have seen is an 
army of students being active in this 
process. 

These students comprise 
MassPIRG, and it seems as though all 
of their endeavors are fast becoming 
one collective, thankless task. 

The NECC chapter of MassPIRG 
makes every effort to bring serious 
social issues to the attention of the 
student body. But no matter how 
much good is accomplished, 
MassPIRG still has to deal with the 
stigma of certain individuals who 
have hurt the integrity of this particu- 


spoiled the entire ~ organization's 
image on campus.” 

1 don’t believe it would be fair, to 
cast out an organization that not only 
points out the problems in our world, 
they point out solutions to make it bet- 
ter. 

People like Teresa Perkins, a 
Human Services major, who came up 
with the idea of a clothing drive for 
the homeless. 

“The MassPIRG clothing drive 
was a huge success. We took two car- 
loads over to the Lazarus House on 
Nov. 22,” she said of the end result. 

But Perkins also recognized the 
efforts of those who helped the home- 
less and MassPIRG simultaneously. 

“I'd like to thank [chief of NECC 
security] Glenn Beal for allowing us 
to use the security storage area,” 
Perkins said. “Most of all, I'd like to 
thank everyone who donated clothes.” 

I would say an example such as 
this is what defines MassPIRG and I 
feel that the newly appointed organiz- 
er, Patrick Carey, will help further the 
causes that the chapter’s volunteers 
come up with to combat poverty, pol- 
lution, and worst of all, apathy. 

1 commend those of you who have 


(ep 


It just seems that all the positive aspects 
get overshadowded by the negative legacy. 


—Cailin McFarland 


lar chapter; individuals no longer 
involved with the organization on this 
campus. 

As it stands right now, our 
MassPIRG chapter is in jeopardy 
come Spring semester, where a stu- 
dent poll will make all the difference 
between MassPIRG soldiering on or 
being erased from NECC’s list of 
extracurricular activities. 

Cailin McFarland, the NECC 
MassPRIG chairman, said, “It just 
seems that all the positive aspects get 
overshadowed by the negative legacy. 
The actions of one individual has 


donated food and clothing, but | am 
highly dissatisfied you weren't in 
attendance on Nov. 17, when 
MassPIRG did a presentation on 
homelessness and starvation in the 
world. 

I learned a few things about my 
world and my country, but none of it 
was good. If you care enough about 
the condition of your society and 
want to have more of a stake in help- 
ing others out, join MassPIRG. The 
past is gone; and the future is in good 
hands, maybe yours. 
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Sick of the smoke outside at NECC 


——_——————t4__—_ 


I know smokers have their rights, but 
what about my rights? 


Designated smoking 
areas exist, so why are 


doorways full of smoke 


I hate to write my last column on 
smoking, but I can’t keep quiet any 
longer. I know how strong people’s 
feelings are from both smokers and 
non-smokers, but here goes. 

I’ve been attending Northern 
Essex Community College on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings since September. I enter 
and exit through the C building main 
entrance facing the parking lot. 

Every time I go in or out, I have 
to walk through a haze of smoke and 
basically push my way through a 
crowd of people who either can’t 


Important information on 


Although 
this month of 
December is 
known for 
Christmas and 
New Year’s, 
there is a day I 
would like to 
touch on that is 
very important 
in my eyes. 

Dec. | was “World AIDS Day”. 
By 2020, it is estimated that 100 mil- 
lion lives worldwide could be 
claimed by AIDS, putting it on track 
to be the worst epidemic in human 
history. 

But HIV is preventable and 
information about AIDS can help us 
stop the spread of this disease. 

It has been more than two 
decades since the start of HIV/AIDS. 
Since that time, more than 60 million 


tread the “No Smoking” signs plas- 
tered all over the entryway, or feel 
they don’t have to abide by these 
signs. 

1 see people smoking in “no 
smoking” zones every time I am on 
campus, employees as well as stu- 
dents. Why post the signs if they are 
not going to be enforced? Second 
hand smoke can cause cancer, and | 
don’t think I need to be subjected to 
the smoke to attend college. 

I know smokers have rights, but 
what about my rights? I have the 
right to walk into a public building 
without being assaulted by enough 
smoke to gag me. 

There is a surveillance camera 
located over the doorway as well as 
three signs requesting people not to 
smoke there, and it’s happening any- 
way. 
Where are the people who posted 
these signs? Who is monitoring this 


people worldwide have become 
infected, with 28 million who have 
already died from this disease. The 
majority of those infected today are 
under the age of 25, which means for 
the most part, that’s all of us at this 
college. 

At least half a million Americans 
have already died of AIDS, and about 
another million are currently living 
with HIV. As most people know, 
there is no cure and the number of 
new cases has not decreased in the 
last decade, which is remaining con- 
stant at 40,000 each year. 

Now I’m sure that a lot of people 
know what HIV/AIDS is, but for 
those who don’t, here’s a little break 
down of both. 

HIV or (Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus) is what 
causes AIDS. HIV harms your 
immune system by attacking certain 
cells, known as helper T cells, which 
is the body’s defense against illness. 

As time goes on, the virus 


Stay in school 


[Brenpa BoLpec 


Thanksgiv- 
ing has come 
and gone. Now 
Christmas and 
its chaos has 
started. A time I 

“usually dread 
~ 4 because of all 
a ° 
the shopping, 
crowds, and 

money spent that you really should- 
n’t be spending. 

This year however has taken on 
a whole new meaning for me. | can’t 
wait for the holiday. I have complet- 
ed my first semester in college and 
can’t wait for a much needed break. 

Don’t misunderstand me, I loved 
the experience of being back in 
school after being away from it for 
so long. But right now, I am relieved 
to know that I'll have a few weeks to 
do absolutely nothing. There won't 
be any homework due, or some big 
project, no studying for a test, and 
especially, no final exams. 


~schoot burnout tow. ———— 


Talking with many of my fellow 
classmates, | know I’m not alone in 
my feelings of complete school 
burnout! Some have even thought 
about not returning for next semes- 
ter. 

My advice to them and everyone 
else is: Don’t wait to sign up for next 
semester, because you're feeling 


Sign up for your classes anyway, 
so you’re able to get the classes you 
want and the times that can work 
around your life schedule. If by 
chance you’re still not ready to go 
back, either lower your class load or 
take a little time off. 

Just don’t give up without a 
fight, the payoff in the end will be 
well worth the fatigue. Take my 
word for it, once you stop, it takes 
forever to get back into the school 
groove again. 

Heck, it took me over 20 years, 
just think of how much more I could 
have accomplished if I would have 
stuck it out and kept going back way 
when. Who knows where I could 
have been today? 


camera? | can’t figure out why these 
signs and cameras have been here in 
the past three months. | haven’t seen 
anyone enforce these rules. 

I can’t help but wonder if the 
college is in the habit of posting signs 
and not enforcing them. There are 
designated smoking areas throughout 
the campus that don’t seem to hold as 
much appeal as the doorways do. If 
you are too cold to walk to a desig- 
nated area, then maybe you shouldn’t 


destroys so many of the cells, the 
body is unable to defend illness, can- 
cer, or bacteria. AIDS or (Acquired 
Immunodeficiency Syndrome) 
occurs when an individual’s immune 
system is weakened by HIV to the 
point where the person develops any 
number of diseases or cancers. 

So the differences between the 
two are: AIDS is diagnosed by a 
physician when laboratory tests show 
that the person has progressed to 
severely damaged cells. A healthy 
person has between 500 to 1,500 T 
cells in a milliliter of blood. A per- 
son with HIV has fewer than 200 T 
cells, which would mean the person 
has progressed to AIDS. 

So how do you get HIV? It is 
spread through an exchange of cer- 
tain bodily fluids such as blood, 
semen, and vaginal secretions. Also 
women who may be infected with the 
virus can pass HIV to her baby 
through pregnancy or when being 
delivered, as well as breast milk. 


smoke. 

Not only do these people congre- 
gate on the stairs and in front of the 
doors leading into the building smok- 
ing, they don’t even move when you 
try to go through the doors. 

I have to literally walk around 
them and usually push open a door 
into another group of students block- 
ing the doors from the inside. Don’t 
they know they shouldn’t be standing 
in front of them? 


1 am not the only person to enter 
and exit through these doors, what 
about the rest of the student body out 
there? Are we all too busy to do any- 
thing about this, or is it just not even 
worth the fight to anyone? 

When I signed up for my 
Journalism class, | promised myself 
that | would not write anything about 
the smoking on campus, because 
there seems to be something written 
about smokers every semester. 

Now I knew why. The smoking 
area rules aren’t enforced, and for 
nonsmokers like myself, it’s annoy- 
ing, nauseating. 

All | am asking from you smok- 
ers is this, “Please, if you want to 
smoke, show some courtesy to the 
other students on campus and use the 
designated smoking areas.” 

I thank you, and I’m sure others 
will too. 


HIV and AIDS 


According to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, con- 
tact with saliva, tears, sweat, hand 
shaking and hugging have never 
resulted in HIV transmission. There 
is also no evidence the disease is 
spread through the air. Primarily you 
get the virus from unprotected sexual 
contact or through injection by drug 
use. 

Who is helping with all of this? 
Well on Monday, Dec. 1, Nelson 
Mandela launched 46664, a world 
wide music led campaign, and this is 
to help raise awareness of HIV/ 
AIDS in Africa as well as to call on 
people all around the world to 
encourage their governments to treat 
AIDS as an international emergency. 

For those of you who 
might be sitting there, wondering 
who Nelson Mandela is, well, he 
served something like 20 years in 
prison for fighting for the human 
rights of African-American people. 


A couple of corporations 
joined forces to fight against HIV/ 
AIDS, Viacom, which is one of the 
world’s largest media companies, 
teamed up with the Henry J. Kaiser 
Family Foundation, also a leader in 
health information and research, for a 
campaign against AIDS. 

Some of the more popular pro- 
grams that you might have seen is 
“Fight for Your Rights: Protect 
Yourself” which is on MTV and also 
MTV’s_ International’s “Staying 
Alive,” and BET’s “Rap it UP”. 
These are just a few popular ones 
from a long list. They have also aired 
shows on CBS, ABC, and Showtime. 

I really hope that we can control 
this disease and bring down the num- 
bers of new cases. It has become 
such a problem in this world and it’s 
killing way too many people. 

It doesn’t take much to be careful 
from getting it, so protect yourselves, 
because you never know who could 
have it. 


Appreciating community college 


Dear Editor, 


I am a freshman here at Northern 
Essex and through my applying 
process to many colleges, | found that 
the challenge wasn’t getting into col- 
lege, but it was actually finding a way 
to pay for it. Graduating in the top ten 
percent of my class, naturalty,;+hadc 
plans to enter a four year college, such 
as Bentley in Waltham, Massachusetts. 

Receiving acceptance letters 
from all the colleges in which I applied 
to, | was well on my way to pack my 
bags and go off to college. That was 
until I looked into the financial aspect 
of it. 

Each college cost at least $35,000 a 
year, a figure which represents what the 
average American would make in a 
year. Right away, I knew that my plans 
would soon come to a halting stop. To 
make matters worse, financial aid was- 
n't nearly enough to cover the expens- 
es. All I was basically offered was a 
series of loans which would drive my 
family into more debt than we already 
are. 

As a result of the ludicrous costs of 


college, | ended up here at Northern 
Essex. Although I absolutely love it 
here at Northern Essex, the prices of 
higher education still sicken me. The 
hardest thing to understand about the 
whole thing is that college is so stressed 
upon by so many authority figures such 
as teachers, parents and businesses. 
But, if college is so important, then 


I thought I would get some decent 
scholarships. Instead, out of all the 
dozens of scholarships I applied for, I 
only got one $350 scholarship. 
Although I am very grateful 
to have received that, it doesn’t even 
make a dent onto the total amount for 
college.| I knew a girl who barely made 
it through high school and got a free 


why-do-these colleges makeit so diffi- —tideto a four-year coHege because she- 


cult to attend? Students are crowding 
the halls of community colleges, such 
as NECC, because the families of these 
students can’t afford any place else. 
As a Haverhill High graduate, it 
seems to me that going to NECC is like 
attending high school all over again. 
But where will these students go after 
their two years here at NECC? 
If a lot of desirable jobs require at least 
a bachelor’s degree, then an associate’s 
degree will not be enough, meaning 
that a student would have to transfer to 
a four year college. I remember being 
told that if | wanted to be successful in 
life, I had to go to college and get a 
good job. But if 1 wanted to go to col- 
lege, I had to work hard so that I could 
get a scholarship. As one of those stu- 
dents who did very well in high school, 


was a good runner and here I am, an A 
student who participated in multiple 
activities and sports, who worked hard 
all through my four years at high 
school, and didn’t get nearly as much. 

It’s just sad to see kids with such 
potential and intelligence not to go to 
college and get a job making minimum 
wage because they can’t afford college. 

Thank god for community colleges 
like NECC that allow students to attend 
without having to pay an arm and a leg. 
The school officials who decide upon 
the costs of college, in my opinion, 
should rethink the amount it should 
cost to attend college. After all, it is our 
future. 


Lindsay Hume 
NECC Student 


Page 6 NECC Observer 


Dec. 10, 2003 


PUS BRIEFS 


General Mills donation 
to benefit students 
with child care needs 


Low income parents who are 
students at NECC'’s Lawrence 
Campus will benefit from a gener- 
ous donation of $4,000 from the 
General Mills Foundation/Yoplait- 
Colombo. 

The General Mills Community 
Partnership Council donated the 
money to the college's Campus 
Learning Center Scholarship Fund, 
which provides scholarships to help 
cover the cost of child care for the 
children of students. 

"Although we try to keep costs 
at our child care center affordable, it 
can get expensive, especially for 
low income families with more than 
one child," said NECC President 
David F. Hartleb. 

This is the seventh consecutive 
donation the General Mills 
Foundation has made to the Campus 
Learning Center Scholarship fund. 


Eve Ensler to perform 
in Lowell event 


Eve Ensler, author of “The 
Vagina Monologues” will be com- 
ing to Lowell to perform at a ben- 
efit for Rape Crisis Services of 
Greater Lowell and the Asian 
Task Force Against Domestic 
Violence. 

The event will take place at 
Evos Arts Institute located at 98 
Middle Street in Lowell on Dec. 
12. General admission seats are 
$25 and students are $15 with a 
valid student ID. For reservations 
call 978-452-7721. 


Cooke scholarship 


deadline is Dec. 12 

The Jack Kent Cooke 
Scholarship Foundation 
Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship 
Program expects to award 30 schol- 
arships to students who are transfer- 
ring to four-year colleges and uni- 
versities in fall 2004. The 
Foundation’s mission is to help 
young people of exceptional 
promise reach their full potential 
through education. 

The program has expanded this 
year to include recent alumni who 
have graduated since May 1999, 
NECC can nominate two students or 
recent alumni. The Foundation is 
particularly looking for students or 
recent alumni who are high achiev- 
ers with unmet financial need. 

The maximum available for 
each Scholar is $30,000 per year to 
cover expenses for the remaining 
years of their undergraduate studies, 
contingent upon meeting the follow- 
ing eligibility requirements: 


*Nominees must have a GPA of 


at least 3.5 

«Nominees must plan to pursue 
baccalaureate degrees full-time at a 
four-year institution starting in fall 
2004. 

¢Volunteerism/public service 

*Exhibit Leadership skills 

*Critical Thinking Ability 

*Appreciation for/participation 
in the arts and humanities 

*Exhibit financial need 

For more information, or to 
nominate a student, please contact 
Libby Jensen, Director of Alumni 
and Donor Relations, at x3621, by 
email to ljensen@necc.mass.edu, or 
stop by the Alumni Office (A-301) 
on the third floor of the Bentley 
Library at the Haverhi!l campus. 
Nominations must be submitted no 
later than Dee. 12, 2003. 


Man caught with pants down, 
and other campus news 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


During the blustery months of 


October and November on NECC’s 
Haverhill campus, a number of dis- 
turbances occured. 

Attempted thievery, property 
damage, car accidents, roadway oil 
spills and more took place. 

Midway through October, dam- 
age was done to school grounds by a 
vehicle. Its license plate number was 
obtained, and it is under police inves- 
tigation. 

The next day, another automobile 
accident occurred, this time at the 
NECC bus stop. No injuries were 


reported to Eagle security. 

In another instance that month, 
two teenagers were seen by security 
passing a bottle around on campus. 
Police were notified and they were 
later arrested, with their vehicle 
towed off campus. 

In November, an NECC student 
reported a man in the bushes with his 
pants around his ankles. 

Later on, MVRTA was called to 
Elliot Street to clean up an oil spill. 
At the end of the month, NECC 
maintenance reported two males try- 
ing to steal a Cushman, the golf cart- 
like vehicle used by groundskeepers. 

The following information was 
obtained from the campus security 
office: 

10/14/03: An NECC student lost 
books and a clipboard, a report was 
taken. 

10/16/03: Damage was done to 
school grounds by a vehicle. Its 
license plate number was obtained 
and a report was taken. It is under 
police investigation. 

10/17/03: There was an automo- 
bile accident at a bus stop. No 


injuries were reported, a report was 
taken. 

10/18/03: Police arrested two 
teenage individuals seen passing a 
bottle around. Their vehicle was later 
towed. A report was taken and is 
under police investigation. 

A student reported slipping on 
some acorns, causing personal injury. 
A report was taken. 

10/21/03: An unidentified prob- 
lem occurred with a student in the 
gym. 

10/23/03: A minor auto accident 
occurred with no injuries. 

10/28/03: Professor reported 
male searching through another pro- 
fessor’s desk. 

The elevator in the C-building 
broke, special needs was notified. 

11/3/03: An accident took place 
on a campus exit road. Police were 
called to the scene. 

11/4/03: A wallet was taken from 
the top of a copy machine and was 
later returned to the owner. Report 
was taken and referred to Nita 
Lamborgini. 


11/5/03: Another car accident 
occurred in Lot | with no injuries. 
Police were called to the scene. 

11/7/03: Client Computing 
reported equipment missing from 
room C 118. 

11/8/03: A person fell getting out 
of bus shuttle. Person stated said they 
were alright, but a report was taken. 

Eagle Security officer reported 
missing items from a display case, 
the second from a B-building case. It 
has been broken for about 6 months 
but was never reported. 

11/13/03: NECC student report- 
ed a man in the bushes with his pants 
around his ankles. 

11/14/03: Professor reported a 
missing wallet from their desk in the 
C-building. A report was taken and it 
is under investigation. 

11/28/03: A camera was left in 
the B-building darkroom. The owner 
picked it up later. 

12/2/03: A snowstorm occured, 
with many classes being delayed. 
The shuttle bus was shut down until 
10 a.m. 


NECC celebrates construction 


of the technology center 


Continued from page | 


luxuries, which teachers have 
been asking for. He also said that it 
will have new computer labs and 
music classrooms, which he said the 
music club was in great need of. 

Also addressed was the impact 
that the technology will have on the 
city of Haverhill. 


“This will become one of the 


jewels of the area,” said State repre- 


sentative Michael Costello. 

Costello explained that the center 
will house technology such as video- 
conference areas that many business- 
es cannot afford. The college will 
allow those businesses to use that 
technology, which Costello said will 
help make the area a more tempting 
place for businesses to come. 

“This will impact the economic 
development of the region,” Baddour 
said 

After the speeches, Hartleb led 
many of the delegates out to the con- 
struction cite, where they posed for 
pictures in front of a tractor and 
dump truck. 

Many had not yet seen the future 
location of the technology center, and 
were interested in Hartleb’s explana- 
tion of where it is planned to be. 

Despite the fact that construction 
had not yet started, Dempsey com- 
mented on how exciting it was to see 
construction equipment on site and 
see the area marked off. 

“We didn’t think the funding 
would some through,” said Ward 
“We worked very hard with the col- 
lege to get this done.” 

The feeling of relief that the 
funding had finally arrived 
echoed by many of the others during 


was 


the event. 

“We had to work very hard to get 
the funding,” said Costello. 

Baddour also commented on the 
difficulties the college faced in get- 
ting funding, which the state released 
in early November. He said that 
many of the politicians in attendance 
did a great deal of work to get the 
project underway. He also gave cred- 
it to Hartleb, Matthews, and NECC 
vice president of administration 
Mark Andrews. 

“Mark was great, is he not the 
Vanna White of Northern Essex,” 
Baddour said, comparing Andrews, 
who was pointing out areas of the 
technology center, to the star of the 
TV game show Wheel of Fortune. 

Also receiving credit for helping 
to get the college funding were the 
private donors, who gave a total of $2 
million to the project. 

“It'd like to thank the private 
donors,” said State Representative 
William Lantigua. “Without you, we 
wouldn't be here tonight.” 

With the project underway in 
Haverhill, the need for a technology 
center at the Lawrence campus came 
up in conversation. 

Lantigua, who represents 
Lawrence, said that getting funding 
for a technology center on the other 
campus should now become one of 
the major goals for the college and 
the politicians. 

Construction on the $9 million 
project in Haverhill, which is receiv- 
ing $7 million from the state, was 
scheduled to begin in late May or 
early June of 2003, but was put on 
hold when the state froze all building 
funds so they could reassess if they 
could afford them. 


Hartleb said that he is hoping that 
the job, which is expected to take 14 
months, can start as soon as possible 
He also said that he and the trustees 
are excited about what it will do for 
students. 


“This is because of a lot of peo- 
ple who believe in our plan to give a 
better education to our students,” said 
Matthews. “It’s all about the stu- 
dents.” 


David Willis photo 


NECC Vice President of Administration Mark Andrews stands 
next to a large plan of the new technology center. 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


| Bush improves in 
polls as economy 
begins recovery 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
Americans’ increasing optimism 
about the economy is starting to 
improve their attitudes about the 
direction of the nation and about 
President Bush, an Associated 
Press poll finds. 

People are increasingly com- 
fortable about job security for 
themselves and for those they 
know—44 percent now, com- 
pared with 35 percent in early 
October. And more approve of 
the way Bush is handling the 
economy—S0 percent compared 
with 45 percent in the October 
poll, according to the poll con- 
ducted for the AP by Ipsos-Public 
Affairs. 

More in the poll say they 
favor the president's re-election 
than oppose it, with 41 percent 
saying they will definitely vote 
for him and 36 percent definitely 
against him. One in five is con- 
sidering voting for someone else. 

The economy is showing 
mixed signs of recovery: rapid 
growth that surprised most econ- 
omists last quarter, indications 
the job market could be turning 
around, a rebound in the stock 
market over the past six months. 

But the nation has lost 2.3 
million jobs, the turnaround in 
employment is uncertain and 
states have been hard hit by rev- 
enue losses and are making cuts. 


White House says 
Kerry’s language 
was out of line 


WASHINGTON (AP) _ John 
Kerry used profane language to 
assess President Bush's Iraq poli- 
cy, and Bush's chief of staff said 
Sunday the Democratic presiden- 
tial candidate was out of line. 

The Massachusetts senator 
uttered a profanity in an interview 
in the latest Rolling Stone maga- 
zine to express his dismay over 
Bush's handling of Iraq. 

When asked in the interview 
about the success of rival candi- 
date Howard Dean, whose anti- 
war message has resounded with 
supporters, Kerry responded: 

“When I voted for the war, I 

voted for what I thought was best 
for the country. Did I expect 
Howard Dean to go off to the left 
and say, ‘I'm against everything?’ 
Sure. Did I expect George Bush to 
f--- it up as badly as he did? I don't 
think anybody did.” 
_ The expletive drew a rebuke 
from White House, which sug- 
gested an apology might be in 
order. 

The Kerry campaign said the 
Massachusetts senator had no 


regrets. 

“John Kerry saw combat up 
close, and he doesn't mince words 
when it comes to politicians who 
put ideological recklessness ahead 
of American troops," said spokes- 
woman Stephanie Cutter. 
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Trustees look at ESL 
and the next budget 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The ESL program was the main 
topic, but fund raising, the budget 
and the announcement of more 
newly appointed employees were all 
discussed at the NECC Board of 
Trustees final meeting of the semes- 
ter on Wednesday, Dec. 3. 

While it is still in the early stages 
of being planned, NECC President 
David Hartleb made his feelings 
heard about the Board of Higher 
Education’s plans for the next fiscal 
year. 

“I haven’t seen it yet, but I’m 
rejecting it,” said Hartleb, referring 
to what he had heard about the 
upcoming budget plan. 

Hartleb explained that 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney 
has said that he would like to insti- 
tute “level funding,” which would 
basically leave the colleges where 
they are now in terms of receiving 
funding. 

However, Hartleb said the 
chance of Massachusetts colleges 
actually receiving level funding is 
very unlikely. He said that the state 
may say they are going with the 
plan. They also want to take five per- 
cent of the funding away from the 
higher funded schools, giving it to 
the lower ones. Among other things, 
that would stop the plan from being 
level funded. 

“We are getting level funding, 
but we’re not really getting level 
funding,” Hartleb said. 

He also said that he isn’t happy 
with the funding that it appears the 
BHE is recommending for Northern 


Essex. 

While Hartleb conceded that it is 
still very early in the plan, he said 
that he is prepared for another year 
of clashing with the Massachusetts 
government. 

The bulk of the meeting was 
dedicated to a presentation on the 
NECC ESL, or English as a Second 
Language program. NECC ESL cur- 
riculum coordinator Peggy Fallon 
gave the presentation. 

“Everything we do is based upon 
helping students gain the reading 
and writing abilities of native 
English speakers,” Fallon said. 

Fallon explained that the ESL 
program is in place to help people 
who do not speak English as a first 
language improve their reading and 
writing skills in order to allow them 
to enter courses at NECC and even- 
tually earn their associate’s degree, 
or help them to advance their 
careers. 

According to Fallon, the ESL 
program currently has over 500 stu- 
dents ages 16 to 60 enrolled in day 
and night classes. 

To enter the NECC ESL pro- 
gram, a student must have either 
graduated high school or have com- 
pleted a high school equivalence 
program, They also must test into the 
program and be able to show at least 
a small understanding of English, 
Fallon explained. 

Fallon said the program does 
not accept students who have no 
concept in English. She said that stu- 
dents must be able to form a few 
short sentences in English and 
should be able to answer basic ques- 
tions about themselves, such as their 
name and social security number. 


Once a student has tested into 
the program, he or she is then placed 
in a certain level. The program has 5 
levels, however, most skip over the 
first level. 

The biggest challenge for stu- 
dents is being able to dedicate the 
time to the program. 

An average week in the program 
consists of 20 hours of reading, writ- 
ing, speaking and other types of 
classes and workshops. This is a 
large obligation for students who 
work and often have families, Fallon 
said, 

She said NECC does their best 
to help students out when they can, 
allowing them to switch from day to 
night students and night to day stu- 
dents. 

But despite the challenges, 
Fallon said that students are usually 
very happy with the program. 

“It’s a very supportive environ- 
ment in ESL,” Fallon said. 

NECC vice president of institu- 
tional advancement, Jean Poth also 
gave a presentation on the amount of 
money the college has raised over 
the past year. 

Poth ‘said that the college has 
raised a total of $1,025,166 for such 
projects as the new technology cen- 
ter and the Haverhill student center. 
They also raised an additional 
$3,058,388 in public funds. Some of 
the money will go to scholarships for 
NECC students. 

The trustees also unanimously 
passed an agreement for one-year 
contracts for non-unit professionals, 
such as senior vice president of 
enrollment management and student 
services Mary Ellen Ashley. 


Students debate the 
morality of gay marriage 


Continued from page 1 


wrong. 

Miller used outlandish statistics, 
most of which could not be con- 
firmed as truth, to describe why she 
believes gay couples should not be 
able to adopt, and are not fit parents. 

She then went on to say that sin- 
gle parents of any sexuality are also 
not able to raise children. 

Amy Davis, another NECC stu- 
dent and a single parent, quickly 
countered Miller’s opinion. 

“To say only heterosexual cou- 
ples can raise a child is ridiculous,” 
David said. “Many successful people 
were raised by one parent or gay par- 
ents.” 

Davis said that her two-year-old 
daughter is much better off being 
raised by a single parent. She said 
that the “traditional family” is not 
always an option, citing her ex-hus- 
band’s alcoholism and that he no 
longer supports their daughter. 

Another one of Miller’s points 
that was met with extreme criticism 
was that denying homosexuals the 
tight to be married is not discrimina- 
tion. 

“If we deprive a group of some- 
thing that people have the right to, it 


is discrimination,” said Nate Cote, 
who spoke in favor of gay marriage. 

While Miller argued that denying 
same-sex marriage was not discrimi- 
nation based on the fact that it is 
morally wrong, many argued that 
denying a group of people a right 
granted by the constitutional is incor- 
rect. 

“They’re just regular people,” 
Cote said. “The shouldn’t be denied 
marriage just because they are differ- 
ent.” 

Also raised was the point that not 
allowing a person to get married also 
denies that person the legal rights 
and tax benefits of a married couple. 

Miller also said that allowing gay 
marriage could be stepping on a 
“slippery slope,” which could lead to 
an increase in the gay population. 
She said that this ruling would 
encourage more people to come out 
of the closet or choose to be gay. 

That point was quickly countered 
by numerous listeners, including 
Andrea Rossetto, who pointed out 
that, by all accounts, people are born 
gay, and that it is not a choice. 

Another point of the “slippery 
slope” was that allowing same-sex 
marriages could lead to other groups, 
such polygamists, which believe in 


having multiple spouses, to ask for 
the right to wed. 

A third option that was addressed 
was the concept of civil unions. 

A civil union, which is legal only 
in Vermont, is a pairing of two peo- 
ple much the same as marriage, but 
without all of the legal rights and 
benefits of marriage. 

NECC professor Arthur Barlas 
said that civil unions, which can be 
between consenting adults of any 
sex, are a good alternative to mar- 
riage, but the “name recognition” of 
being married is something that will 
always make marriage the more 
desirable option. 

Davis said that approval for gay 
marriage will take time to be accept- 
ed, but, if given the chance, it some 
day will be. She pointed out that 10 
years ago no one would have sup- 
ported homosexuals, as so many do 
now, and there certainly would not 
have been a forum to discuss same- 
sex marriage. 

This forum was held in reaction 
to the Massachusetts Supreme Court 
ruling from November 18 that said 
gay couples had the constitutional 
right, in Massachusetts, to get mar- 
ried. That ruling is set to go into 
effect in May, 2004. 


SS ee 
World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Palestinians fail to 


reach agreement on 
cease fire 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) 
Palestinians failed to agree on a 
truce offer to Israel on Sunday after 
three days of talks, setting back the 
Palestinian prime minister's hopes 
for a halt in violence to jump start 
the stalled U.S.-backed “road map” 
peace plan. 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
which have carried out most sui- 
cide attacks against Israel, resisted 
intense pressure from Prime 
Minister Ahmed Qureia and the top 
Egyptian mediator and refused a 
full cease-fire. 

The two groups would agree 
only to a limited truce, ending 
attacks on civilians in Israel but not 
on Jewish settlers or Israeli soldiers 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israel said it would accept only 
a comprehensive halt and is willing 
to stop shooting if there was a total 
Palestinian truce. 

An official from Islamic Jihad 
and other Palestinian delegates said 
a further meeting was planned but 
no date for it was set. 


Skin disease afflicts 
US troops in Iraq 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) The 
Army's 101st Airborne Division 
has sent 20 soldiers to Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center in 
Washington for treatment for a 
skin disease transmitted by bites 
from sand flies in Iraq, the military 
said, 

Another 10 to 20 soldiers from 
the 101st Airborne, based in Mosul 
in northern Iraq, are under obser- 
vation for the illness, called leish- 
maniasis, said Maj. Trey Cate, a 
division spokesman. 

The disease is known as 
“Baghdad Boil” to U.S. soldiers in 
Iraq, and can leave disfiguring 
lesions on the skin for months. 


Putin’s party has big 
lead in preliminary 


elections 


MOSCOW (AP) The main 
party supporting President 
Vladimir Putin led rivals by a large 
margin in Russia's parliamentary 
elections Sunday, according to par- 
tial preliminary results, suggesting 
the president would easily win the 
solid majority he needs to put his 
firm stamp on a country still setting 
its course for the future after seven 
decades of Soviet rule. 

With 11.33 percent of votes 
counted, the pro-Kremlin United 
Russia party led with 36.3 percent, 
more than twice as many votes as 
its closest rival, Central Election 
Commission chairman Alexander 
Veshnyakov said. Two exit polls 
also indicated Putin and his allies 
would have a big margin. 

The Communist Party, univer- 
sally considered United Russia's 
chief contender, was only third in 
the early count. The vote was cer- 
tain to hand Putin more power over 


parliament as he heads into what 
seems sure to be a second term after 
the presidential ballot next March. 
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Art program hits it big with students 


By LisA COPPOLA 
Contributing Reporter 


The Visual Arts option at 
Northern Essex is filling up its stu- 
dent population fast. 

It has been just one year since it 
was created by artist and professor 
Diane Edstrom and accepted by the 
college. 

The program has greatly height- 
ened its number of participants up to 
17 this year compared to last year’s 
four graduating students, of which 
three went on to art school and one 
on to the University of New 
Hampshire. 

The large increase may be due to 
the talented displays put together in 


the Haverhill Library each spring. 
“The program is also designed 
for folks who are interested in art 


education and _ therapy” says 
Edstrom. 
The program helps students 


develop the skills needed to be able 
to transfer to industrious four year 
schools and start their career in the 
arts. 

Natalie Russo, a talented and 
inventive visual arts student here at 
Northern Essex, would like to move 
on to a career in medical illustration. 
When she started out at the school 
she was interested in obtaining a 
degree in science. Soon after taking a 
few art classes, she realized she had 
an interest and an eye for the arts. 

“T plan to transfer to one of four 


Steve Ess 


The program is also designed for folks 
who are interested in art education and 


therapy. 


—Diana Edstrom 


schools | am looking into The 
Rochester Institute of Technology, 
The School of Visual Arts in New 
York City, The Cleveland Institute of 
Art and The University of Kansas 
City,” Russo said. 

By the looks of her work, what- 
ever school she ends up attending 


Lisa Coppola photo 


Above, Natalie Russo poses for a picture while painting. At right, visual art students work hard in 


the painting studio in Spurk. 


By HANNAH CREED 
Contributing Reporter 


Cartoons aren’t for kids any- 
more. With complex stories with 
philosophical questions, anime pro- 
vides real cartoons for the adult 
world. Anime is the Japanese cartoon 
world that has branched over to the 
United States and taken many of its 
young adult and adult populous cap- 
tive. 

Byron McNeal is working to start 
NECC’s first Anime Club. 

A student at NECC, McNeal has 
made it a priority to bring the anime 
world to NECC and to open the door 
on many of NECC’s closet anime 
fans. 

“I love the idea of fellowship 
among the anime community,” said 
McNeal. “The beauty of the anime 
culture is no outward stereotype of an 
anime fan. They are all warm and 
accepting people.” 

The club is still in the planning 
Stages and has yet to be approved by 
the Student Senate and Dina Brown, 


the director of student activities 

McNeal is working diligently on 
the club’s constitution and its revis- 
ing with club advisor Linda Kraus, 
professor, department of English. 
McNeal picked Kraus as the advisor 
to the club because of her love of 
and her dedication to 
NECC’s students and their pursuit of 
the film world. 

Although there have been some 
problems getting the club off the 
ground McNeal is not discouraged. 

Brown has informed McNeal 
there may be Royalty Fees that the 
club may have to pay in order for the 
college to show the films. 

McNeal doesn’t believe there 
will be fees to considered because 
there is no charge to join the club and 
members will be encouraged to share 
there collections with the club. In 
fact McNeal says the biggest prob- 
lem he thinks will occur is an argu- 
ment over whether or not the anime 
should be watched in subtitles or 
dubbed. If he has to McNeal says that 
he will still pursue the club outside of 


movies 


the college 

The anime club will meet every 
Friday afternoon and will hopefully 
have discussions on artistic style and 
plot line of each of the movies. The 
anime club will not only show some 
of the more philosophical series like 
Neo Genesis Evangeleon and Noir 
but the versions of Sailor 
Moon that the US refuses to show on 
televisions and Inu-yasha that was 
recently discontinued on Cartoon 
Network. 

For many people anime is just a 
cartoon for little kids but in fact they 
are in-depth dramas that touch the 
heart mind and soul. 

People fall into the trap of 
Pokemon and Yu-Gi-Oh that are 
shown on day time television but in 
fact real anime is not for children. 
Some of the series and movies put 
out by Japan talk about real emotions 
and trials everyone can relate to. 
Anime is not an easy genre to get into 
but once your in you can’t get out. 
Like McNeal said, “There is life after 
Cartoon Network.” 


uncut 


will be lucky to have her. 

Graduating students Vanessa 
Bentley and Christina Eldrigde have 
moved on to more competitive 
schools and other interests somewhat 
within the visual arts field. 

Eldrigde attends Montserrat, a 
private art school in Beverly. Her 


artwork was displayed in September 
this year at the Shoe City Open, a 
open art studio event this year put on 
in downtown Haverhill. 

Bentley transferred to the 
University of New Hampshire. She is 
majoring in European cultural stud- 
ies. She feels that language and art 
somewhat go hand and hand in cul- 
ture and society today. 

When asked how she felt about 
the visual arts program at Northern 
Essex she said “It was exciting 
because I was one of the first ones to 
graduate with this degree and it 
allowed me to go above and beyond 
my artistic ability.” 


Anime heroes are not the superheros that most grew up with, 
but their fan base has grown to be bigger than most realize. 
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‘Love Actually funny and real 


Seven interconnected 
stories make the film 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


What does the Prime Minister of 
Great Britain do when he’s alone in 
the house? 

Answer, according to the produc- 
ers of “Love Actually”, he dances 
around to the Pointer Sisters. 
Something everyone does, come on, 
admit it. But the point the makers of 
“Love Actually” are trying to make is 
that everyone, even high ranking 
politicians, likes to dance around the 
house to cheesy 80s music. 

But the main theme of the movie 
is “If you can’t tell the truth at 
Christmas, when can you tell it?” I 
was always under the impression 
Christmas was the one time of year 
when no one is honest. But I’m will- 
ing to suspend disbelief and allow the 
filmmakers to fulfil their Christmas 
wish list. That is what Christmas 
movies are all about, the magic of 


Campus production of 


Christmas making the impossible 
happen. Impossible things like the 
Prime Minister finally standing up to 
the US president, David Bowie 
telling the truth, a regular guy hook- 
ing up with a Christy Brinkly looka- 
like (played by Christy Brinkly), and 
two people who don’t speak the same 
language, finding love. 

“Love Actually” stars Hugh 
Grant, Colin Firth, Alan Rickman, 
Emma Thompson, Liam Neeson, 
Kiera Knightly, Rowan Atkinson, 
Bill Nighy, and a host of other British 
actors. The producers, who also pro- 
duced “Bridget Jones”, “Notting 
Hill” and “Four Weddings and a 
Funeral,” cast many of their favorite 
actors in the movie. Hugh Grant has 
starred in nearly every movie pro- 
duced by this team that I have seen so 
far. 

The film opens with a funeral, 
then a wedding to set up the action 
and introduce the complicated col- 
lection of players. 

“Love is all around me” is a 
recurring theme song, first played as 
it’s original version in the back- 
ground, then remade as Billy Mack’s 


Christmas comeback song. A 
homage, or possibly an in joke in ref- 
erence to “Four Weddings”, a movie 
whose soundtrack featured the song. 
The opening notes of “All By 
Myself”, which was also the opening 
title to “Bridget Jones Diary” float in 
and out as a lonely writer played by 
Colin Firth moves into his solitary 
French cottage. 

Bill Nighy’s performance as mid- 
dle aged pop star Billy Mack is more 
an aging Tommy Stone from “Velvet 
Goldmine” than David Bowie. David 
Bowie not as he is, but how he could 
have ended up. But he’s still hilarious 
as the manipulative rock singer who 
suddenly decides to be honest.. com- 
pletely honest. 

“Kids, don’t buy drugs, “Billy 
advises earnestly, “become a pop 
star, then people will give you drugs 
for free!” 

The Kiera Knightly storyline 
seemed to get lost, and didn’t exactly 
connect with the others, except that 
the second scene in the movie is her 
wedding, where we get 1) know the 
characters. 

Oh, and there’s a truly amusing 


loveactually.com photo 
“Love Actually” stars the best and hottest actors from across the 
Pond in a complicated soap opera of a Christmas movie. 


2 involving someone in an octo- comedy that is both romantic and 


) /stume. funny, and is filled with Christmas 
highly recommend this film if spirit. 
you 2 in the mood for a romantic 


‘A Christmas Carol 


NECC’s_ production of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol will be per- 
formed by a cast comprised of faculty, staff, 
alumni, and students of the college, as well 
as members of the community. 

Performances will be held, Friday, Dec. 
12 at 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 13, at 3 and 7 
p-m., and Sunday, Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. in the 
Top Notch Theater located on the third floor 
of the Spurk Building on the Haverhill cam- 
pus. 

Tickets are $10 for adults, $8 for stu- 
dents, and $5 for children 12 and under. 
Proceeds from this production, which is 
open to the public, will benefit the Fine and 
Performing Arts Department. Tickets will be 
available at the door one half hour before 
each production. Since performances do sell 
out, please try and arrive early. 

The cast is as follows: Ebenezer 
Scrooge, J. Mark Morrison of Haverhill, 
NECC Alumnus; Bob Cratchit, Erik Barnes 
Salvi of Bradford; Charity Man, Kevin 
Laferriere of Dracut; Fred, Scrooge's 
nephew, Andrew Johnson of Amesbury, 
NECC student; Jacob Marley, Arthur Barlas 
of Chelmsford, NECC Faculty; Christmas 
Past, Emily Mooers of Haverhill, NECC 
student; Christmas Present, Adam La 
Monica of Methuen, NECC student; 
Christmas Future, Ryan Tumblety of Derry, 
and Young Scrooge, Rich McElhinney of 
Methuen, NECC student; Tiny Tim, Vincent 
Vo of Haverhill; Peter .Cratchit, Scott 
Symonds of Groveland; Martha Cratchit 
Molly of Merrimac; Mrs. Cratchit, Laura 
Fedele of Bradford, NECC student; Young 
Ebenezer, Trevor Comeau of Haverhill; Fan, 
Kahlia Goulet of Haverhill ; Belle, Melody 
Martinez of North Andover, NECC student; 
Belle's Husband, Matthew Wheelock of 
Haverhill, NECC student; Dick Wilkins, 
Ryan Tumblety of Derry, NH, NECC stu- 
dent; Uncle Fezziwig, John Daly,.NECC 
Faculty; Mrs. Fezziwig, Diane Gannon of 
Bradford, NECC student; Man in the Street, 
James Dore of Methuen, NECC student; 
Third Man, Don Foley of Merrimac, NECC 
student; Boy in the Street, Egan Davis of 


Ebenezer Scrooge, played by NECC 
student Mark Morrison of Haverhill, 
confronts the "Ghost of Christmas 
Future" played by Ryan Tumblety of 
Derry, NH. 


Haverhill; Want, Emma Symonds of 
Groveland ; Ignorance, Colin Budzyna of 
Newburyport; Laundress, Clare Thompson, 
NECC Faculty; Maid, Melissa Juchniewicz, 
NECC Faculty; Old Joe, Cory Cocciaro, 
NECC | student; Fred's Housekeeper, 
Christine Foley of Brentwood, NH, NECC 
student; Fred's Wife, Shayna O'Donohue of 
Boston, NECC student; Party Guests: Becca 
LaPierre of West Newbury, Don Foley of 
West Newbury, Cassie Wilson of Haverhill, 
NECC student; Andy Provencal of 
Lawrence, NECC _ student; » Madrigal 
Singers: Julie Richards of Groveland, 
NECC student, NECC student; Alisa 
Bucchiere of Salem NH; Matthew Carr of 
Salem, NH, NECC alumni, Jim Brown of 
Newton, NH, NECC Faculty;. Set and 
Costume Design, Susan Sanders of 


~ Haverhill, NECC Faculty; Stage Manager, 


Andy Pomerleau of Methuen NECC stu- 
dent. The production is directed by Jim 
Murphy of Haverhill, NECC Theater pro- 
fessor. 


Parnassus Slam returns 


NECC%S literary magazine 
holds its annual 


Poetry Slam in Jitters 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Contributing Reporter 


The members of NECC’s literary maga- 
zine will be holding their Parnassus Slam on 


Dec. 11 from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. in 
the Jitters Café in 
Spurk. 

Students who sub- 
mitted their works to the 
Parnassus magazine will 
be able to use this slam as 
an opportunity to read or 
display their works, along 
with other students whose 
works did not get pub- 
lished. All other students 
are also welcome to partici- 
pate in the slam or just 
attend to be part of the audi- 
ence. 

At this slam students will 
be able to read short stories 
or poetry, sing songs they cre- 
ated, play music and perform 
or display any of their own 
creative works. 


putt 


Ginger Hurajt, Parnassus advisor and 
English professor, said, “The Slam is a way 
for students to express their creative works.” 

Parnassus receives 150-200 submissions 
of artwork, poetry, and short stories from stu- 
dents to be displayed in their magazine. 

The staff, which consists of five students, 
chooses what creative works will be printed 
in the magazine. 

Hurajt also said that the art published in 
the magazine will be on display at the slam. 

“All of the art published in the Parnassus 
magazine is depicted in 
black and white, so they 
will be on display at the 
slam so students can see 

what these pictures look 
like in color.” 

Since the Student 
Activities department 
funds the publication 
of the magazine, 
Parnassus is able to 

be a free art maga- 

zine. At other col- 
magazines 
must be bought by 

the students. 

Hurajt also 
added that the 
deadline for sub- 

missions to the Parnassus magazine 
is March 30, and another will be in Oct. 30 of 
2004. 


ASSIS 


Fall 2003 


leges 


The slam is a way for students to express their 
creative works. 


—Prof. Ginger Hurajt 


a 
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TV Christinas specials everywhere 


Christmas themed 
television everywhere 
you look 


By DouG NYE 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


(KRT) That jolly, happy soul 
"Frosty the Snowman” gets things 
started early, making his annual visit 
at 8 p.m. Nov. 28 on CBS. "Rudolph" 
arrives at 8 p.m. Dec. 9, also on CBS. 
The beloved "A Charlie Brown 
Christmas" airs on ABC on Dec. 13. 

Once again, the offbeat comedy 
"A Christmas Story" will be the most 
frequently shown movie of the holi- 
day season. A 24-hour marathon 
showing of the flick begins at 6 p.m. 
Christmas Eve on TNT. Based on the 
writings of Jean Shepherd, the warm 
and witty 1983 movie perfectly cap- 
tures the awe and excitement of the 
holiday season as seen through the 
eyes of a kid. 

"It's a Wonderful Life” will air 
twice on NBC _ at 8 pm. Dec. 13 
and again on Christmas Eve. Few 
films capture the spirit of "peace on 
Earth, good will to men" like this 
1946 Frank Capra classic starring 
James Stewart. 

New to the holiday TV sweep- 
stakes this season is "I Want a Dog 
for Christmas, Charlie Brown" which 
airs at 8 p.m. Dec. 9 on ABC. 

The number of Christmas spe- 


cials and movies has snowballed in 
recent years, and it's almost impossi- 
ble to list every one. Many of your 
favorite network series will have spe- 
cial holiday episodes. Disney, the 
Cartoon Network and other channels 
will have dozens of holiday shows 
throughout the next month. 

ABC Family again will have its 
25 Days of Christmas beginning Dec. 
1. During that time, such favorites as 
"The Year Without Santa Claus," 
"The Little Drummer Boy," "Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town" and 
"Frosty's Winter Wonderland" will 
have multiple showings. 

DEC. 20 

8 p.m. "Robbie the Reindeer in 
Hooves of Fire" Robbie is a reindeer 
who desperately wants to a part of 
Santa's sleigh team. CBS. 

8 p.m. "National Lampoon's 
Christmas Vacation 2: Cousin 
Eddie's Island Adventure" In this 
new TV-movie, Randy Quaid repris- 
es his role as Cousin Eddie from 
"National Lampoon's Vacation." 
Eddie and his family win an all- 
expense-paid trip to the South Pacific 
for Christmas vacation, but wherever 
Eddie goes, chaos follows. NBC. 

8:30 p.m. "Robbie the Reindeer 
in Legend of the Lost Tribe" Robbie 
tries to stop Blitzen from starting a 
commercial-laced reindeer theme 
park. CBS. 

DEC. 21 

9 p.m. "The Christmas Shoes" 
Rob Lowe plays a workaholic attor- 
ney who rediscovers his family 


thanks to a Christmas Eve encounter 
with a boy. CBS. 

DEC. 22 

10 a.m. "Twas the Fight Before 
Christmas" The Powerpuff Girls save 
Christmas from being a disaster. 
Cartoon Network. 

1:30 p.m. "How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas" The animated classic nar- 
rated by Boris Karloff. Cartoon 
Network. 

DEC. 23 

9:30 a.m. "How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas" The animated classic nar- 
rated by Boris Karloff. Cartoon 
Network. 

1 p.m. "Twas the Fight Before 
Christmas" The Powerpuff Girls save 
Christmas from being a disaster. 
Cartoon Network. 

9 p.m. "Call Me Claus" Whoopi 
Goldberg plays the owner of a shop- 
ping channel who hires a Santa Claus 
during Christmas. He turns out to be 
the real thing. TNT. 

am. "Jack Frost" Michael 
Keaton stars as a father who dies and 
comes back to his family as a snow- 
man. TNT. 

DEC. 24 

6 p.m. "A Christmas Story" The 
1983 film about a boy Ralphie (Peter 
Billingsley) who wants a Red Ryder 
BB rifle for Christmas airs a dozen 
times during the annual 24-hour 
marathon. TNT. 

7 p.m. "How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas" The animated classic nar- 
rated by Boris Karloff. Cartoon 
Network. 


No Doubt still playing away 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Contributing Reporter 


In the early 1990s, when “No 
Doubt,” a struggling band from 
Anaheim, California burst onto the 


music scene with their mixture of 


pop, ska, punk and new wave, they 
were quickly buried and forgotten 
among the grunge rock of the day. 

In 1995, just as the band was 
about to call it quits, “Just A Girl” was 
released with it’s simple message and 
undeniable guitar hook. 


—_¢¢—_ 


No Doubt doesn’t 
seem to be slowing 
down, with 17 
years in the bag. 


The music world was getting tired 


of the depressing, heavy music of 


grunge and were looking for some- 
thing new and different. No Doubt 
emerged on top and haven't gone 
back under since. 

No Doubt released, “Boom Box,” 
their limited edition box set. It takes 
all 17 years the band has been togeth- 
er and puts it on two CDs and DVDs 
that will hold rapid fans over until the 
band’s next new album. 

“The Singles 1992-2003” is a 
compilation of all the singles No 
Doubt has released, including their 
underappreciated first single, 
“Trapped in a Box”. This ed contains 
such hits as the reggae inspired, “Hey 
Baby,” the number one ballad, and 


nodoubt.com photo 


Gwen Stefani and her band 


probably the most well known song, 
“Don’t Speak”, as well as lesser 
known hits like “Sunday Morning”, 
“Simple Kind Of Life,” “Excuse Me 
Mr.” and eight more classics. 

“The Singles” also contains one 
new song, a remake of “Talk Talk’s,” 
“It’s my Life”. The song brings No 
Doubt back to their new wave style 
with lead singer Gwen Stefani’s 
smooth vocals, the underlying bass 
plucking away throughout and the 
keyboard riff. 

The aptly titled, “Everything in 
Time” is the second CD in the set. It 
is a 17 track CD of B-sides, rarities, 
previously unreleased, and remixed 
songs. Six of these songs cannot be 
found anywhere but on this album. It 
is the perfect addition to a true No 
Doubt fans collection. 

A video collection and a concert 
DVD are also included. The video 
collection DVD takes fans into the 


“No Doubt” 


present with videos like, 
“It’s My Lite, 
“Running,”, and “Hella 
Good,” then goes all the 
way back to the begin- 
ning with the retro, 
“Trapped in a Box” and 
old favorites like “Just a 
Gir,” and “Don’t Speak” 

Considering how 
many videos the so 
called “video channels” 
play, this may be the only 
chance fans get to see 
some of these, and best 
of all, they are all in one 
place. 

The second DVD is 
the hard to find 1997 
concert “Live in the 
Tragic Kingdom”. The 
concert was taped in 
Anaheim, No Doubt’s 
hometown, amidst fami- 
ly, friends, and legions of fans. The 
concert shows No Doubt at it’s best. 
It’s not a substitute for the actual live 
experience, but it comes pretty close. 
It’s hard to not get chills as the audi- 
ence sings “Don’t Speak” and Stefani 
just watches, or when Stefani has 
every guy in the audience singing, 
“Tm Just a Girl”. 

No Doubt doesn,t seem to be 
slowing down, with 17 years in the 
bag, they are just starting. Every 
album they come out with is some- 
thing new and different, not just what 
seems to be popular at the time. 

They never gave up on their inde- 
pendent style and that is most likely 
what has kept them together this long. 
This box set, sure to be a collectors, 
item, just showcases what happens 
when four friends get together to cre- 
ate music in a style all their own. 


8 p.m. "It's a Wonderful Life" 
James Stewart stars in the 1946 
Frank Capra classic about the man 
who wishes he had never been born 
and gets his wish. NBC. 

8 p.m. "Meet Me in St. Louis" 
Judy Garland stars in this fun piece 
of Americana that includes her 
singing "Have Yourself a Merry 
Little Christmas." TCM. 

9 p.m. "Great Performances" A 
presentation of the Nutcracker from 
the Royal Ballet. PBS. 

9 p.m. "Twas the Fight Before 
Christmas" The Powerpuff Girls save 
Christmas from being a disaster. 
Cartoon Network. 

10 p.m. "Holiday Inn" The 1942 
movie in which Bing Crosby intro- 
duced the song "White Christmas." 
Fred Astaire co-stars. TCM. 

DEC. 25 

7:30 am. "The King of Kings" 
Cecil B. DeMille directed this 1927 
version of the life of Christ. TCM. 

9:30 a.m. "The Greatest Story 
Ever Told" Another retelling of the 
life of Christ, starring Max Von 
Sydow. TCM. 

10 a.m. "Twas the Fight Before 
Christmas" The Powerpuff Girls save 
Christmas from being a disaster. 
Cartoon Network. 

Il am. "Walt Disney World 
Christmas Parade" Regis Philbin and 
Mickey Mouse host this annual holi- 
day event. ABC. 

| p.m. "Ben-Hur" Charlton 
Heston stars in the spectacular 1959 
Best Picture Oscar winner. TCM. 


4 p.m. "Christmas 
Spectacular" NBC. 

5 p.m. "King of Kings" Jeffrey 
Hunter stars as Jesus in the 1961 
film. TCM. 

6 p.m. "Jack Frost" Michael 
Keaton stars as a father who dies and 
comes back to his family as a snow- 
man. TNT. 


Skating 


Winter Concert 
rescheduled to 
Dec. 14 


The NECC Chorus and 
Performance Ensemble will be 
presenting their Winter Concert, 
Sunday , Dec. 14 at 3 pm in the 
Harold Bentley Library 
Conference Center. Admission 
is $3, donations accepted and 


there will be a raffle. 
It is a program of classical, 
rock, blues and pop styles. 


Some of the music includes 
“The Venezuelan Christmas 
Carols” by Aaron Roesenthal, a 
medley of music from “Guys and 
Dolls”, music by Phish, Jimi 
Hendrix, Santanna and Incubus. 

Members of the Student 
Activity Music Club participate 
and help coordinate the NECC 
Chorus and Performance 
Ensemble concerts. 


‘Shattered Glass’ 
is conflicted 


Villain was liar, 
but too sympathetic 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Stephen Glass was a well 
respected staff writer at The New 
Republic, a small but prominent 
Washington D. C magazine. He 
broke many famous stories, 
unfortunately it seems many were 
partially made up. Over a period 
of a couple of years, Glass doc- 
tored his story notes, used friends 
to pose as sources and lied about 
attending events he’d never been 
in the building for. 

His deception is only realized 
when a new editor takes over the 
magazine and decides to come 
down hard on Glass. An online 
magazine is the first to discover 
the lies, and “Chuck Jones,” the 
New Republic editor is forced to 
deal with the situation. He clear- 
ly seems to enjoy finally having 
something on Glass though. 

Lions Gate Films presents this 
movie based on an article written 
about Glass. Most people not con- 
nected with politics or journalism 
will be going into this movie 
without knowing the ending, and I 
am now feeling bad about telling 
you all the surprise. 

When I saw this film, I had 
what appears to be a completely 
different reaction than the majori- 
ty of other reviewers, and it 
seems, not the reaction the pro- 


ducers and actors wanted us to 
have. Some audience members 
seemed confused as to whether 
this was a comedy or a drama, a 
couple of people laughed during 
what I had thought was a serious 
scene. 

In contrast to the hate every- 
one else seemed to have for the 
main character, “Stephen Glass”, 
played by Hayden Christiansen, | 
actually sympathized with him, | 
recognized that what he did was 
wrong, but that didn’t stop me 
from liking him more than the 
other characters. He’s set up from 
the beginning as the protagonist, 
as the sympathetic guy we’re sup- 
posed to like, that when he’s 
revealed as a liar, | didn’t care. I 
still liked him. 

The producers spent so much 
time convincing us that he was a 
good guy and that the Chuck 
Jones character was the villain 
that I had chosen my side halfway 
through the movie. Once I decide 
I like someone or something, it’s 
difficult to switch sides again. 

Maybe it’s Hayden 
Christiansen. | sort of liked Darth 
Vader too. Oh, oops, did I spoil 
“Star Wars” for all of you? He 
plays Glass as so likeable, he’s 
not doing this to be evil, he only 
wants to write an entertaining 
story. The way he relates his sto- 
ries to the other staff members is 
so engaging and funny that it’s no 
wonder everyone believes him. 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson 


Come LT ee? <- 


"Hey THeRe... IM sTetta. I 

GOT my GROOVe BACK FOR a 

WHiLe... THEN I LoST 1T AGAIN... 

SAW IT ON THe STREET THE OTHER 

DAY AND )T DIDNT EVEN SAY 
‘a 


ty 


\ Tinian) 


“l’m sorry, | just can’t get excited 
about your suggestions — I’m ALREADY 
everywhere | wanna be.” 


RECAUSE YOU'RE 


T'm Hostice 
BECAUSE You're 
THOUGHTLESS, 


WHY ARE You 
SO HOSTILE? 


T'm ANNOYWG 
BECAUSE YOU'RE 
INSOLENT. 


T'm CRANKY 


ANNOYING, 


Tm PUSHY 
Because You'Re 
SPINELESS, 


I'M SELEISH 
BECAUSE You'Re 
PETULANT, 


BEcAUSE You're 


I'M TROUGHTLESS 
Because You'Re 


LT'MINSOLENT 
BECAUSE You'Re 


T'mM SPiIneress 
RECAUSE YOU'RE 


WHY ARE WE 
FiGatinG? You 
love ME any I 


I'M GRUMPY 
BECAUSE You'ee 
CRANKY, 


I'M Snipe 
BECAUSE You'RE 


T'M BRUTAL 
Because You'RE 
SELEISH. 


Don't ChHaAdGE 
THE RULES In THE 
MOODLE OF THE 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Hind part 
5 Rascal 

10 Health resorts 

14 French cleric 

15 Bones in 
forearms 

16 Price of passage 

17 Lower digits 

18 Emulated Pisa’s 
tower 

19 Hick 

20 Amuse 

22 Commended 

23 Approaches 

24 Small woods 

25 Affix 

28 Barflies 

29 Preceding 

32 Brio 

35 Tailless 
amphibians 

36 The Greatest 

37 Stage whisper 


39 H.S. subj. 
40 Education for the 
coll. bound 
aa co 5 ree tl tecale bin ie Services, Inc. 
rights reserved. 
45 Dry gulch 


48 “The Prince's 


Birthday” painter 10 Disrobes i 
50 Use jointly 11 Hangs one’s lip Solutions 
51 Bloodsuckers 12 “A Delicate 
55 Add to the Balance” 
gridlock playwright 
cacophony 13 Racers on 
56 Tangle of runners 
tongues 21 Marsh grasses 
57 Continental 22 Army bed 
currency 24 Mechanical 
58 Perimeter tooth a 
59 White heron 25 Destiny = 
60 Overwhelm with 26 Soon L 
flattery 27 Male affair = 
61 Tarot user 28 Cut short 
62 Tether 30 Container E] 
t 63 Hardy heroine weight Ss 
2¥ 31 -de-France 3 
: DOWN 32 Stringed uy 
1 Evaluate instrument 
i 2 Black, poetically 33 Worshiped one 
by 3 Aid a criminal 34 Tillis and Brooks 45 Fireplace 51 Aide 
‘3 4 Begrudged 37 Field measures remnants 52 Dancer 
H 5 Seedless raisin 38 Most reflective 46 ___ Island Tommy 
6 Transparent 40 S player 47 Scope 53 Love god 
7 Diarist Nin 41 Furtiveness 48 Native Israeli 54 Sty denizens 
= . 8 Educator Horace 42 Laborer 49 Acacia and 56 Barbara 
S22 Te bens Me din Servis 9 Preferred one 43 Check out baobab Geddes 


At the beach, Bob discovered that 
two thongs don't make a right. 
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| Tips to having beautiful, healthy skin 


=... _<-business_changes—will require. con—— 


Make sure your skin 
is looking beautiful 
and healthy this 
winter 


(KRT) Cold temperatures out- 
doors and dry, heated air indoors can 
leave your skin parched. Your scalp 
and body may become flaky, your 
chin and nose red and irritated. Your 
lips may be chapped. Your hands and 
feet may develop painful cracks. 

Here, some advice from board- 
certified dermatologists Dr. Kristen 
Kelly, associate clinical professor of 
dermatology at the University of 
California, Irvine, and Dr. Susan 
Goodlerner, spokeswoman for the 
American Academy of Dermatology: 

FACE 

Wash with a mild facial cleanser 
and lukewarm, not hot, water. Blot 
—don’t rub dry —and use a moistur- 
izing cream. 

Scale down use of cleansers and 
moisturizers with exfoliating ingredi- 
ents such as acids or anti-acne com- 
ponents if they are making your skin 
dry. 

Remember that even if your skin 
is typically oily, some parts of the 
face may be dry during the winter. 


(KRT) 
For the week of Dec. 8-14, 2003 


Aries (March 21-April 20). 
Sudden intuitions require a response. 
Before midweek expect loved ones 
to be moody, insightful and intro- 
spective. Ask gently probing ques- 
tions and watch for new levels of 
sensuality or romance. All reactions 
and comments will be closely scruti- 
nized. Thursday through Sunday, 
financial records may prove mislead- 
ing. Official documents and short- 
term employment contracts will 
demand added negotiations. 
Carefully study all facts, details and 
deadlines. 

Taurus (April 21-May 20). Ask 
authority figures for clear instruc- 
tions and verified documents. 
tmproved policies or last-minute 


stant effort. Avoid appearing disinter- 
ested. At present, key officials are 
highly motivated to correct yester- 
day’s mistakes. Late Saturday, a sur- 
prising romantic attraction may 
prove distracting. Group events and 
new social introductions are high- 
lighted. Don’t doubt your feelings. 
Friends and relatives will eventually 
offer support. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
Previously confident colleagues may 
ask for guidance or support. Be 
diplomatic but provide detailed 
descriptions of new instructions. 
Some Geminis, especially those born 
early in June, will be offered a 
revised workplace role or new title. 


Use a moisturizer lightly in the oily 
areas and be liberal with it in dry 
spots. 

Use a sunscreen with a minimum 
SPF of 15 during the day. Many good 
facial moisturizers have a built-in 
sunscreen. 

Use a waterproof sunscreen with 

a minimum SPF of 30 if you are par- 
ticipating in outdoor sports such as 
skiing, snowboarding and snowshoe- 
ing. 
Look for UV-A and UV-B pro- 
tection. Look for at least one of the 
following ingredients: zinc oxide, 
titanium dioxide, avobenzone. 

Reapply after several hours. 

BODY 

Keep showers and baths short. 

Use warm, not hot, water, even if 
hot water feels better. 

Remember that antibacterial 
soaps can sometimes be drying to the 
skin. 

Use soaps, bath oils and shower 
gels with moisturizing qualities. 

Rinse thoroughly and blot dry. 

Apply body cream immediately 
to seal in moisture. 

SCALP 

Wash your hair with warm, not 
hot, water. 

To treat dandruff, wash hair most 
days witha mild shampoo. 

Use an anti-dandruff shampoo 
two to three times a week. These 


Job promotions will briefly cause 
political tensions. Stay balanced. 
After Friday, loved ones may chal- 
lenge established social habits or 
family routines. Respond quickly and 
expect group indecision or delays in 
the home. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Love 
relationships will expand to include 
new goals or unique family gather- 
ings. Group dynamics and social pol- 
itics will be complex, but delightful, 
over the next four days. Use this time 
to outline creative plans and home 
improvements. Cancerians born after 
1972 will also experience a dramatic 
expansion of financial duties. After 
midweek, minor health concerns 
affecting the lower back, spine or 
reproductive system will fade. Go 
slow and regain all physical vitality. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Personal 
spending and daily money habits will 
need to be re-evaluated. Unexpected 
home expenses or revised payments 
may be accented. Financial strain 
will be brief, so not to worry. Do, 
however, plan for extra repairs, new 
obligations or sudden large purchas- 
es. Later this week, long-term rela- 
tionships begin an intense phase of 
emotional negotiation. Close friends 
and romantic partners expect added 
loyalty, new promises or bold public 
support. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Before 
Wednesday, workplace negotiations 
or subtle comments from authority 
figures may prove misleading. Areas 
affected are short-term contracts, 
special assignments or revised paper- 


bodyalert.com 
shampoos contain an active ingredi- 
ent such as selenium sulfide, coal tar, 
zine pyrithione or ketoconazole. 

If one brand doesn’t work, try 
another. 

Leave shampoo on your scalp for 
the recommended time listed on the 
instructions for best results. 

Rinse thoroughly. 

HANDS 

Choose a lotion or cream that 
won’t easily wash off when you wash 


- Horoscopes 


work. Instructions may be unwork- 
able. Ask for clarity and wait for new 
ideas. Later this week, planned fami- 
ly events may be canceled or post- 
poned. Unexpected travel plans, 
business contracts or financial 
restrictions are accented. Offer 
encouragement but respond only to 
reliable promises. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Career 
dreams and lost ambitions will 
return. Pay special attention to prac- 
tical planning, funding or revitalized 
business proposals. Many Librans 
will adopt an active and outgoing 
attitude toward workplace improve- 
ment or rare sources of income. 
Listen to sincere advice and expect 
quick changes. Officials and mentors 
will prove helpful. After Friday, a 
close friend may require extra 
encouragement. Family triangles and 


your hands. 

Use lotion or cream immediately 
after washing hands with soap and 
water to eal in moisture. 

For extremely dry hands, heavier 
creams and ointments may be more 
effective. 

LIPS 

Don’t chew on or lick your lips. 
This will cause them to become dry. 

Use a lip moisturizer or lip balm 
with SPF 15 or petroleum jelly. 
Reapply throughout the day and 
night. 

Remember that cold sores are 
contagious they’re caused by the 
herpes simplex virus. 

Cold sores disappear on their 
own in about a week. 

Some over-the-counter topical 
ointments may provide temporary 
relief but if you want tougher treat- 
ment, get a prescription for acyclovir 
ointment (Zovirax). 

SKIN CARE PRODUCTS 

At drug/supermarket/ discount 
stores: 

—Almay 
—Neutrogena 
—Aveeno 
—Cetaphil 
—Eucerin 
—Oil of Olay 
At select department stores: 
—Clinique 
At dermatologists’ and plastic 


documents may demand _ clarifica- 
tion. After Wednesday, older rela- 
tives or key officials may ask for 
detailed records and lengthy explana- 
tions. Go slow and carefully consider 
all options. Money plans, revised job 
choices and home decisions will 
eventually prove accurate, Friday 
through Sunday, romantic discus- 
sions intensify. Expect long-term 
partners to actively seek deeper com- 
mitments, new promises or detailed 
family planning. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20). 
Social invitations are unexpectedly 
complex. Late Wednesday, respond 
quickly to proposed plans or group 
events. Friends and colleagues may 
be sensitive to small delays or last- 
minute reversals. Offer reliable 
promises and detailed personal infor- 
mation. Thursday through Sunday 


surgeons’ offices: 
—La Roche-Posay 


MYTHS ABOUT 

WINTER SKIN CARE 

Myth: Dandruff occurs mostly in 
the winter. Fact: Dandruff occurs 
throughout the year. Washing the hair 
and scalp with hot water can make 
the skin dry but does not cause dan- 
druff. 

Myth: You don’t need to wear 
sunscreen in the winter. Fact: Even 
when it’s cloudy, you still need to 
protect your skin from UV damage. 

Myth: Only pricey moisturizers 
have good quality. Fact: Some drug- 
store brands, such as Cetaphil, 
Neutrogena, Eucerin, Aveeno and Oil 
of Olay, can do a good job of cleans- 
ing and moisturizing the skin. 

Myth: Soap is not good for the 
skin. Fact: It depends on the soap. 
Pure soap can be drying to the skin. 
Choose one that’s appropriate for the 
condition of your skin, whether it’s 
dry, oily or a combination. 

Myth: More is always better 
when moisturizing the face. Fact: 
Over-moisturizing areas that are irri- 
tated or have acne may worsen the 
situation. 


and established habits and all will be 
well. 

Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20). Late 
Wednesday, a close friend or relative 
may ask for detailed social advice. 
Romantic disputes or distant rela- 
tionships may be a strong concern, 
Provide clear options but avoid con- 
troversial involvement. At present, 
the emotional expectations of loved 
ones are unpredictable. Friday 
through Sunday, plan unique home 
events or private romantic encoun- 
ters. Someone close may wish to 
explore new family roles or serious 
promises. Take time to full discuss all 
possibilities. 


If your birthday is this week ... 
Older relatives may reveal new busi- 
ness plans or financial expectations. 
Over the next 12 weeks, loved ones 


romantic.doubt- are accented be also highlight financial_complica—— may. demand. lifestyle changes, fast 


diplomatic. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22). Early 
this week, potential friends and 
lovers are attracted to your social 
charm or emotional _ style. 
Confidence and humor will be 
delightful themes in new relation- 
ships. Watch for group events, quick 
invitations and fresh introductions to 
be captivating and worthwhile. 
Thursday through Sunday, a close 
friend or relative may feel isolated in 
the workplace. Unusual business pol- 
itics will require delicate social plan- 
ning. Advocate caution and subtle 
group diplomacy. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21). 
Yesterday’s financial promises or 


tions and revised business proce- 
dures. Allow partners and officials 
extra time. Key decisions and long- 
term policy changes may be unusual- 
ly difficult. 

Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Avoid delicate business or financial 
discussions over the next four days. 
Before Thursday, loved ones or older 
officials may be moody and unre- 
sponsive. Areas affected are money 
decisions, private loans or short-term 
work assignments. Remain patient. 
Workplace relations will return to 
normal. Later this week, a social tri- 
angle or misunderstanding in the 
home can be easily resolved. Pay 
special attention to traditional roles 


revisions or newly negotiated con- 
tracts. Remain patient, however, and 
expect a return to trusted methods 
and established routines by mid- 
March. Early in 2004, romantic rela- 
tionships may also experience dis- 
jointed or intense discussions. Lovers 
or close friends will expect bold pub- 
lic affections and clearly stated inten- 
tions. Finalize all decisions by late 
June and watch for dramatic propos- 
als throughout summer. After mid- 
September, long-term relationships 
begin almost three years of passion- 
ate commitment and family expan- 
sion. Expect meaningful and lasting 
progress. 
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Original ideas for hats and mittens 


Dont get caught in 
the same trendy hats 
and mittens, create 
your own 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion Editor 


The best 
time of the year 
is the holiday 
season: parties, 


course, snow. 
One must have 
for this season 


matching mit- 
tens and hat. Just because it is cold 
outside does not mean you have an 
excuse to not look your best! 

One thing is worse than being 
out of style is to be way too trendy, 
wearing the same thing that every- 


The UPS 
EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


presents and of 


is a cute pair of 


one else is wear- 
ing. 

Therefore, 
instead of wear- 
ing the same hat 
and mitten set 
that everyone 
else in the world is wearing, take a 
matching set and put a little of your 
own flair into it. 

One good idea to make your hat 
and mitten set your own is take an 
old brooch or pin and put it on the 
front of your hat. That way, you have 
taken your hat and made it your own 
unique hat. 

Another good things to do to 
make your winter hat something 
original and 
unique is glamour 
it up. Take some 
sparkly ribbon or 
some fabric you 
like and stitch it 
in. 

To do this you would have to 
have a knitted hat. Take that fabric 
that you like (you have to make sure 


that it is not too thick) and weave it 
into the hat. Just make one line 
across the hat or you can make a pat- 
tern. 

In doing you have created a win- 
ter hat that is one of a kind and has 
your own style in it! 


You can get up to 


ao 


for College Education Assistancel!!! 


“UPS Ear & Learn Program Guideline 


s Apply. 


You can do that same kind of 


thing to Glam up your boring old 
mittens. 

One thing that you can do to 
make your mittens a little more per- 
sonal is take some patches and sew 
them on. 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME PACKAGE HANDLERS 
AT THE UPS CHELMSFORD FACILITY! 


APPLY TODAY AND GAIN VALUABLE WORK EXPERIENCE 


WITH A GROWING FORTUNE 500 COMPANY. 
ASK YOUR UPS RECRUITER ABOUT: 


* UPS Earn & Learn Program * ConSem*® Education Loans * UPS 
* FulHime Benefits with a Part-Time Job « 


PS Bonus Prox 
Great Starting Weekly Pay « 


roam 
nd Much Morel! 
To Set Up An Appointment With Your On-Campus Recruiter, 
Call Our Phone Mail: 
Rosa (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext, 4038 
David (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4021 
Yaneira (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4010 
Or Call: 978-441-3400 


Al nights reserved 


An Equal Opportunity Empotoyer 


UPS ond the UPS brandmark on ragitared froderons of United Parcel Sarice of Amarias, inc 


You can also take that same fab- 
ric you used for your hat and sew a 
little bit into your mittens. 

Another good idea to make your 
mittens a little 
more stylish is 
to put some 
pompoms on 
them. Again, 
take some fab- 
ric or ribbon 
that you like and tie it up ina ball or 
a bow and sew it onto your mittens. 

There are many things you can 
do to make your hats and mittens 
have a touch of your own style. 

If you look around today, every- 
one is wearing the same things in the 
same colors. Who 
what to look like 
everyone else. So 
take something 
trendy and unorig- 
inal’ and make it 
your own. 
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Unfamiliar struggles 


Coach four games 
under .500 for first 
time in five-year 
tenure 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


NECC men’s basketball coach 
Darren Stratton is not accustomed to 
losing. In fact, the fifth-year head 
coach of the Knights has helped gen- 
erate years of successful stints for the 
program, leading NECC to four 
straight Regional Tournament 
appearances and advancing to at least 
the semi-finals in all four of his com- 
plete seasons at the helm. Last sea- 
son, the Knights enjoyed their most 
productive campaign since joining 
the National Junior College Athletic 
Association, emerging with an 
appearance in the Sweet 16 for the 
first time in school history. 

So what’s missing from this 
year’s team? NECC has struggled to 
gain ground throughout the season’s 
early-going, dropping seven of its 
first ten contests including two losses 
to lower echelon teams that haven’t 
beaten anyone else. A lack of effort 
isn’t the answer; the Knights have 
lost all four matchups with Div. 2 
schools by an average of just 8.5 
points. What seems to be ailing 
NECC most is a lack of the basic ele- 
ments in any successful squad, those 
fundamental qualities each team 
must possess in order to reach 


desired goals: consistency, determi- 
nation, and execution. 

“We're not coming to play each 
and every night,” said Stratton, 
whose Knights have never been four 
games below .500 before this season 
(3-7) since he came aboard in 1998. 
“Our players haven’t realized that 
each and every night they have to 
bring their best game. They have to 
bring their “A Game,’ as we call it, 
for every single game. We have a ten- 
dency to sort of go into slumps, not 
bringing our best game to the floor 
and that’s a fault of the coaches as 
well as the players.” 

The Knights have kept things 
close against formidable opponents 


but have not produced the late-game 
surges necessary to prevail when the 
clock runs out. Against Div. 2 
schools Massosoit and Holyoke, as 
well as against highly ranked 
Gateway and Springfield Tech., the 
Knights found themselves on the 


brink of victory, but in each occasion _ 


came up on the losing end of close 
battles. Five of the Knights’ seven 
defeats at press time had come by 
four points or less. “Gateway was 
ranked 16th in the country when we 
played them and we played them 
really close (in a 68-60 loss). 
Springfield Tech., who’s ranked 
eighth in he country, we played a 
super game against and lost at the 
buzzer on a 
three-point 
Soh OF ea” 
Stratton 
explained. 


“Then you 
look at 
UConn A-P. 
a n d 
Holyoke— 
their only 
wins are 


against us. So 
we're simply 
not coming to 
play each and 
every night 
like we need 
to.” 

Ee das 7t 
Friday, the 
Knights led 


Gaved besxiak hes competitive 
Roxbury for 


Fifth-year men’s basketball coach Darren Stratton is most of the 


dealing with some unfamiliar adversity—losing. 


game and 


held a five-point advantage with 1:30 
remaining, but a pair of costly 
turnovers and poor shooting in the 
final minute of play led to another 
heart breaking loss, 63-61. “In the 
instance of every loss it’s just been a 
matter of lacking that extra defensive 
effort or that extra dive for a loose 
ball that we’ve needed in order to fin- 
ish teams off. 

“But there were some positives 
in that (Roxbury) game. Once we 
improve our decision making down 
the stretch, this team is going to reel 
off four or five wins in a row and 
we're going to be successful.” 

The absence of players experi- 
enced at the collegiate level figures 
to have also contributed to the 
Knights’ early-season struggles. With 
seven of its ten players coming in as 
freshmen, most on the Knights’ cur- 
rent roster are as unfamiliar with 
Stratton’s fast break offensive style 
and press-oriented defensive system 
as Stratton is with losing. 

“The thing that makes us falter 
most is probably lack of experience. 
We have a lot of freshmen that prob- 
ably aren’t used to our type of style. 
They’re coming from different high 
schools with different levels of tal- 
ent.” 

This season wasn’t expected to 
be a rebuilding year. A handful of top 
area prospects who had been suc- 
cessfully recruited did not end up 
joining the team for a number of rea- 
sons, and the squad’s current crop of 
players are still striving amongst 
each other to develop a sense of 
healthy team chemistry. “Ten games 
in, we’re still trying to find the right 
rotation that we actually feel com- 
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We haven’t been 
able to stabilize 
our rotation the 
way we’ve wanted 
to. 

-Stratton 


fortable with. Really, from top to bot- 
tom on any given night, every player 
on this team has the potential to step 
up and play but we just haven’t had 
that. We haven’t been able to stabi- 
lize our rotation the way we’ ve want- 
ed to.” 

Still, the Knights remain in sec- 
ond place in their division behind 
only Springfield Tech. and continue 
to hold a firm grasp of their own des- 
tiny. With tonight’s game at home 
against Mass. Bay (Sport and Fitness 
Center gymnasium, 7) followed by 
Friday’s makeup road game against 
New Hampshire Tech. scheduled as 
the final games this semester, the 
Knights hope to regroup and return 
from winter break with an attitude 
geared towards State Tournament 
qualification. ‘ 

“Our goals haven’t changed 
because, as strange as it sounds, 
we're actually winning the games 
that we need to win within our divi- 
sion,” Stratton noted. “I hope we 
haven't accepted losing. I hope we 
can turn this around, give that extra 
effort and start winning basketball 
games.” 


Already an exciting off-season for the Red Sox 


Sox working to make 
a team that can beat 
the Yankees 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


| love baseball season. Waking 
up every day to NESN Sports Desk 


and ESPN Sportscenter leading off 


their program with the latest Red Sox 
and Yankees news. 

But wait, it’s December. This 
isn’t baseball season, it’s football 
season. So why is it that every sports 
news program is starting off the day 
with Sox and Yankees news. 

Pll tell you why, because base- 
ball will always be the most intrigu- 
ing sport, and, as far as the Red Sox 
and Yankees are concerned, there is 
no such thing as the off-season. 

ESPN needs to leadoff the pro- 
gram with those two teams every day 
because one or both of the teams 
seems to make a new more, or at 
least start a rumor every day. 

Let me start off with my first 
love, the Boston Red Sox. 

Is there any reason not to love 
wonder-boy general manager Theo 
Epstein? 

Young Theo could have been sat- 
isfied with the team that made it to 
game seven of the American League 
Championship Series. But no, Theo 
has jumped right in and is looking at 
ways to improve the team. 

Like a young, non-evil George 
Steinbrenner, Epstein seéms to have 
taken a very competitive approach to 


the off-season. He is at least attempt- 
ing to keep up with Georgie Progie 
(Steinbrenner) and the rest of the Evil 
Empire, something not often said 


about Red Sox general managers of 


the past. 

So far, the biggest move has been 
acquiring All-Star starting pitcher 
Curt Schilling from the Arizona 
Diamondbacks. 

Schilling, 37, has been one of the 
top ten pitchers in the major leagues 
over the past 20 years, compiling an 
overall record of 163- 
117 with a 3.33 career 
era in his 16 major 
league season with 
the Orioles, Astros, 
Phillies and D-Backs. 

The that 
this is such a big trade 
isn’t just that the Sox 
got a borderline Hall 
of Famer, but it is the 
starting rotation that 
it gives them. 

The combination of Schilling, 
pitching diva Pedro Martinez, 2000 
and 2002 All-Star Derek Lowe and 
perennial tough-guy knuckleballer 
Tim Wakefield give the Red Sox a 


Like 


reason 


top-four that is unmatched in all of 


Major League Baseball. Add in a 
fifth starter such as 2003 playoff dog 
Byung-Hyun Kim or up-and-coming 
Bronson Arroyo, that gives the Sox 
the bar-none, forget the Yankees best 
starting rotation in the majors. 

Of course, that is just by the 
numbers. Once the season starts, you 
just never know what is going to 
happen. 


Just imagine the combination of 


Schilling and Pedro. 


a young, 
Steinbrenner, Epstein seems to have 
taken a very competitive approach to 
the off season. 


At his best, Pedro was among the 
best that have even played the game. 
Granted, Pedro is not anywhere near 
the pitcher he once was. He is no 
longer the presence that took the 
mound in 1999 and made Sox fans 
feel like they were going to win 
every game he pitched. But on a few 
occasions last season season, he can 
reach back and show people what 
made one of the most dominant 
pitchers off all-time. 

The beauty of this trade is also 
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the fact that the Red Sox gave up 
very little in exchange for Schilling. 

In exchange for the Arizona ace, 
the Sox gave up perennially under- 
achieving starter Casey Fossum, 
mediocre reliever Brandon Lyon and 
minor league pitcher Jorge de la 
Rosa. 

In his two-plus years in the 
majors, the biggest news that Fossum 
made was Epstein’s unwillingness to 
trade him going into the 2003 season. 
But with another disappointing year 
in the books, Theo decided he was 
willing to part with the slight left- 
hander. 

Not to mention, it brings 
Schilling back to the team that draft- 
ed him. 


non-evil 


Schilling was drafted by the Sox 
in the second round of the 1986 MLB 
draft, but he was traded, along with 
former All-Star outfielder Brady 
Anderson, to the Orioles for ageing 
reliever Mike Boddicker in 1989. 

But the Schilling deal was not the 
only big news of the past two weeks 
in Sox land, as the Red Sox hired 
Terry Francona as their new manag- 
er, the 44th in team history, to replace 
inept former- manager Grady Little. 


Francona managed the 
Philadelphia 
Phillies from 


1997-2000, 


where he had 

George Curt Schilling as 
his ace. 

In his four 


years as Phillies 
manager, the 44- 
year old former 
major league out- 
fielder put 
together a 285-363 record, which is 
hardly Hall of Fame worthy. But the 
word out of Sox camp is that the 
player-friendly Francona is the right 
man for the job. 

The relatively young and ener- 
getic Francona has a reputation of 
working well with players, and 
seems excited for the challenges 
ahead in the second most scrutinized 
job in professional sports, next to 
working with Steinbrenner. 

But don’t expect this to be the 
end of the Sox off-season. 

With the trade for starting pitcher 
Javier Vazquez, and the signings of 
free-agent pitchers David Wells, 
Felx Heredia, Tom Gordon and Paul’ 
Quantrill, not to mention the impend- 


ing signing of slugging outfielder 
Gary Sheffield and trade for starting 
pitcher Kevin Brown, the Yankees 
have already opened their wallets to 
improve their team dramatically. 

Now, | still have a very hard time 
believing the Sox will sign all-Star 
reliever Keith Foulk (can you say 
hello Atlanta). And the odds that the 
Sox will swing a deal for 2003 MVP 
Alex Rodriguez also seems very far- 
fetched, especially since they would 
have to eat much of the contract of 
Manny Ramirez, the player going the 
other way on the trade, which is 
upwards of $20 million per season. 

But despite that, Sox fans should 
hold on tight because Theo and the 
rest of Sox management aren’t done 
yet. 

Already gone is 2003 starting 
second baseman Todd Walker, and 
fifth starter, who the Sox let go on 
Dec. 8, and that is only the begin- 
ning. 

Superstars Nomar Garciaparra 
and Manny have already been 
rumored in trades, and both would 
likely be thrilled to leave the team. 
Manny is upset (understandably) 
about being put on waivers, but has 
never truly embraced the tough 
Boston crowd. Nomar has never been 
able to deal with the scrutiny of the 
Boston media and fans, and wants to 
go back to his home on the west cost. 

Quite frankly, | would be perfect- 
ly fine about seeing either one go, as 
long as the Sox get equal or better 
value. 

Both “may. be back, but in any 
case, where the Sox stand now, Mr. 
Schilling may be the only one on the 
team with any job insurance. 
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A Pats decade unmatched 


Tough to beat 
New England’ last 
10 years of success 


Like many 
blue-blooded 
New Englanders, 
my uncle Dickie 
and I are sort of 
nuts when it 
comes to follow- 
ing the Patriots. 
_ Our Sundays 
», from September 
mthrough 

December—and 
hopefully continuing well into 
January—are full of superstitious 
routines, and we’re convinced like 
children believing in the Easter 
Bunny that as a part of Patriots 
Nation we play a direct role in the 
team’s success (the Pats, for instance, 
were 10-0 when we watched the 
games together this season compared 
to 0-2 when we didn’t). 

Needless to say, we’re adamant 
fans, and with the team riding a nine- 
game winning streak and n the midst 
of the greatest start in franchise his- 
tory, anyone who isn’t confuses me 
about as much as the Patriots’ defen- 
sive schemes confuse opponents. 
Call me ignorant. 

Following New England’s goal 
line stand for the ages in that won- 
derful 38-34 win over Indianapolis 
last week, we were engaged in an 
enthusiastic conversation of the team 
when my uncle made a curious 
remark: “Awe, man, this is the best 
era in Patriots history. This is like the 
glory days of the Celtics.” 

I was immediately shocked at 


Boston Sports 


Patriots: New England 


wrapped up the AFC East 
title with a 12-0 win at 


such a bold statement. Certain that 
my reply would zone him back in on 
reality, | countered with conviction, 
“But Uncle Dickie, those Celtics 
teams won all those World 
Championships. The Patriots only 
have one.” Holding strong his out- 
look, my uncle wasn’t fazed. “I’m 
telling you, I’ve never seen anything 
like this last decade of Patriots foot- 
ball.” 

Though it’s hard for any sports 
franchise to compare with the domi- 
nating Celtics of the 1960’s and 
*80’s, it turns out that my uncle was 
right. The younger contingency of 
Pats fans have been bearing witness 
to the greatest era in team history 
and, in fact, we’re spoiled rotten in 
comparison to what fans of the early 
days had to endure. 

Since Massachusetts native and 
long-time Pats’ fan Robert Kraft pur- 
chased the team in 1994, saving it 
from an immanent move to St. Louis, 
New England has been one of the 
more prominent teams in the NFL. 
But its .573 winning percentage over 
that span offers only a glimpse of 
why the days of the “Flying Elvis” 
logo have been a lot more generous 
than the days when “Pat Patriot” was 
smudged on the team’s helmets. 
Consider a few things with me: 


*During the eight seasons from 
1994-2001, the Patriots qualified for 
the post season five times (.625 pct.), 
compared to just six times making 
the playoffs in 34 seasons from 1960- 
°93 (.176 pet.). 


*The Patriots have double the 
AFC East titles since 1996 (4) than 
they had following the AFL-NFL 
merger in 1970 prior to ‘96 (2). 


*Excluding the Patriots’ Super 
Bowl run in 1985 and its follow-up 
10-6 stint in *86, the Patriots won just 


195 out of 455 regular-season games 
from 1960-’84 and *87-'93. The Pats 
have reeled off 105 wins in 183 con- 
tests since ‘94. 


The Patriots were always an 
interesting team and had plenty of 
individual greats through the years, 
but they fal- 
tered enough 
to make the 
Cincinnati 
Bengals of 
the 1990's 
look decent. 


From the sparked seven con- 
days of all- fans have been J secutive wins to 
purpose © ° propel the team to 
threat Gino bearing witness to its first playoff 
Capeletti the greatest era In berth since ‘86. 


(1960-"70) to 
running 
backs = Jim 
Nance (1965- 
*71) and Sam 
Cunningham (1975-’82), and all the 
way down to NFL Hall of Fame 
defenders John Hannah (1973-’85) 
and Mike Haynes (1976-’82) to 
Patriots Hall of Famers Steve Grogan 
(1975-’90) and Andre Tippett (1982- 
93), Boston/New England always 
found a way to loose. Sure, there 
were moments of glory, such as the 
famous “Snowplow Game,” a 3-0 
win over Miami in 1982, and a 
joyride trough the playoffs as a Wild 
Card team in ‘85, But the old Pats are 
more vividly remembered for 
instances like their disastrous perfor- 
mance at Super Bowl XX, a 46-10 
blowout to Chicago, or their 51-10 
horror-show defeat in the ‘64 AFL 
Championship against San Diego. 
One of the Pats’ proudest moments 
came in 1978, when they clinched 
their first outright division title with a 
last minute win over Buffalo at 
home. Too bad that only led to get- 
ting crunched in the opening round of 


Draw an Ace 
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The younger 
contingency of Pats 


‘team history... 


the playoffs by visiting Houston, 31- 
14, in the first-ever postseason game 
at Foxborough. 

Indeed, the Pats have been a lot 
more fun since ‘94, the start of the 
“modern” era, if you will. It all began 
that very season—Bill Parcells and 
Drew Bledsoe’s second year in 
town—when a 
huge comeback 
win over 
Minnesota (the 
Pats trailed, 20-0 at 
halftime but won, 
26-20 in overtime) 


Bledsoe set single 
game NFL records 
for pass attempts 
and completions in 
that game and the 
Pats never looked back until bowing 
to Bill Belichick’s Cleveland 
Browns, 20-13 in the Wild Card 
round on New Year’s Day, 1995. 
More memorable comebacks were to 
follow in ‘96 as 21-and 22-point 
comebacks against the Jets and 
Giants, respectively, ignited an 
amazing Super Bowl run that includ- 
ed the famous “Fog Bowl,” a 28-3 
trouncing of favored Pittsburgh in the 
AFC Divisional round. In 1997, the 
Pats swept Miami for the first time in 
11 years, including a 14-12 road win 
on Monday Night Football in the reg- 
ular season finale. The Pats then pro- 
ceeded to insult the ‘Phins further 
with a 17-3 win at home against 
Miami in the playoffs. 

Let’s not forget 1998. Despite 
losing in the Wild Card round to 
Jacksonville at season’s end, the Pats 
made the most of that season without 
question. Remember that year it was 
announced that the Pats were moving 


to Connecticut, but the team never let 
it become a distraction and instead 
rallied for a slew of pulsating victq- 
ries, including last minute wins over 
Miami and Buffalo while Bledsoe 
played with a pin in a broken finger? 
Yeah, that ruled. 

Then there was 2001, when the 
Pats rewrote the books on unity, 
determination and teamwork, riding 
a nine-game winning streak all the 
way the promised land of a Super 
Bowl championship. 

Now, we witness another nine- 
game winning streak as part of an 1 1- 
2 start to this season. Holy crap! We 
have a lot to be thankful for. 

The “modern” era has had just 
three turkeys: 1995 (Curtis Martin’s 
rookie year, which began with sky- 
high expectations for the Pats but 
ended with the dismal mark of 6-10); 
1999 (Pats started 6-2 but finished 2- 
6 to miss the playoffs) and 2000 
(Belichick’s first year in town, a 5-11 
campaign), Enjoyment could even be 
realized in 2002 as sweeping 
Bledsoe’s Bills and scoring exhilarat- 
ing victories over Pittsburgh, the Jets, 
and Miami in the season finale made 
bearable a playoff-less, 9-7 season— 
Much more bearable, at least, than 
many seasons leading up to ‘94. 
Even a complete late-season collapse 
this year would still make for six 
playoff appearances, four division 
titles, and two Super Bowls with one 
championship since °94; I'll take 
that, any decade, over 17 seasons 
with six wins or less, which the 
Patriots amassed from *60-’94. 

So I’m crying uncle. Sorry Dick, 
maybe you were right. Maybe the 
last ten years of Patriots lore can 
compare to the glory days of the C’s. 
I wouldn’t know, because although I 
was lucky enough to miss out on 
most of the miserable years of the 
Pats, | wasn’t fortunate enough to be 
able to enjoy that. 


Pitcher 


home vs. Miami Dec. 7. 


Red Sox: The Sox 


acquired pitcher Curt 


Cy Young 


Babe Ruth 


Schilling from Arizona, 


then named Terry 


Francona new manager. 


Roger Clemens 


Celtics: The C’s have suf- 


fered two four-game losing 


Pedro Martinez 


streaks recently, going 3-8 


from Nov.17-Dec. 7. 


Bruins: At press time, the 
B’s had gone 1-2-2 in thier 
last five and resided in sec- 


Year Signed Years With Boston 


1901 


1914 


1984 


1998 


2003 


ng 


8 (1901-’08) 
5 (1914-18) 
13 (1984-96) 


6* (1998-2003) 


2 is signed through 2006 


The Red Sox won all five of their World Series championships and five American League pennants with an 
“ace” pitcher on staff. With the addition of Curt Schilling, Boston now possesses two in the same rotation. 


Team results 


5 straight winning seasons (01-705) 


2 A.L. pennants (*03-’04); 
World Series championship (03) 


5 straight winning seasons (‘14-’18) 


3 A.L. pennants (1915-*16, *18) 
3 World Series titles (15, 716, 18) 


8 winning seasons 


4 A.L. East titles (£86, ‘88, ‘90, 95) 
A.L. pennant (86) 


6 straight winning seasons (°98-’03) 


3 wild card titles (-98-’99, °03) 


3** 


Got an idea or comment? Drop Sports Editor Jared Pendak a line at jdpendak@excite.com 
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NorRTHERN Essex COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
presents the 


NECC CHoRuS 


and 


A Program of Classical, Rock, Blues and Pop styles 


=. Rescheduled! 
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. 
Harold Bentley Library Conference Center 


os Haverhill Campus 
Admission: $3, Donations & Raffle 


The Venezuelan Christmas Carols arranged by Bruce Trinkley 
Voices of Terezin by Aaron Rosenthal 
A medley of music from Frank Loesser’s Guys and Dolls 
with choreography by NECC students Sean Gaff and Briana Berthiaume 
“Red House” by Jimmy Hendrix 
“Black Magic Woman” by Santana 
“Stash” by Phish 
“Hilikus” by Incubus 
“No One Know” by Queens of the Stone Age 
“Hey, Hey, What Can I Do?” by Led Zeppelin 


tee 


Members of the Student Activity Music Club 
participate and help coordinate the 
NECC Chorus and Performance Ensemble concerts. 


